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All candidates in ridings surrounding the Federal Lands are receiving this questionnaire.  

Please complete it by inserting your answers directly into the document. Return no later than 

June 3 to landoverlanding@gmail.com. We plan to collate the responses and broadcast them  

to our supporters prior to the election date. Thank you for participating!   

* 

 
Forty-two years after expropriation for an airport that was never built, most of the so-called “Pickering 

Airport Lands” (or “Federal Lands”) are once again under threat of an airport and, since last June, 

“economic development.” Currently, nearly all of this land is in agricultural production – but 

mismanaged. The federal government’s one-year-only lease policy tends to favour the industrial-scale 

cash-cropping of corn, wheat, and soybeans that predominates on the Lands. Corn is not grown for 

food but as ethanol fuel feedstock. Situated beside the Rouge National Urban Park and almost entirely 

within the Provincial Greenbelt and/or on the Oak Ridges Moraine, this outstanding farmland is capable 

of exceptional, high-yield food production and of making a greater contribution to Ontario’s thriving  

$34-billion agri-business sector. Ontario stopped the airport plan in 1975 when Premier Bill Davis’s 

government refused to shoulder the provincial share of the huge infrastructure costs. The Province can 

stop it again.  

The questions (please restrict your answers to 50 words or less):  

1. In your opinion, should these Class 1 foodlands be paved over for an airport and other 

development, or should they be protected for agriculture? And what is your party's position? 

2. Which do you believe will create more meaningful, longer-lasting jobs on the Federal Lands:  

a) an airport, or  

b) sustainable food production and processing, contributing to Ontario’s agri-business sector (the 

largest in Canada) and creating job opportunities on the employment lands of adjacent Seaton? 

3.  With gridlock and inadequate public transit services crippling the GTHA and hurting the economy, 

do you believe that our tax dollars should be spent on building an airport in Pickering, or on  

upgrading  transit infrastructure in Canada’s largest and fastest growing urban area? 

4.  Specifically to the Liberal candidate: 

Your Leader, Kathleen Wynne, has pledged that her government would help farm owners keep 

their land in agriculture. How would your party help keep the Federal Lands -- the largest tract of 

prime farmland in the GTA, and federally owned -- in agriculture? 

  Specifically to the Conservative candidate: 

  Your Leader, Tim Hudak, is promising 1 million jobs over the next 8 years. What would your party 

do to ensure that, rather than lose productive Class 1 farmland to an airport, the Lands are made 

the source of new jobs and growth in Ontario’s $34-billion agri-business sector?      


