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AS CHRISTMAS NEARS, TURKEYS TAKE THE

“NO FLY ZONE” SIGNS TOO LITERALLY...

Two years ago came the stunning news

that Highland Companies would be

withdrawing their application to put a

Mega Quarry on Melancthon’s prime

farmland. This was just a month after

40,000 people attended Soupstock, in

Toronto, to protest a quarry plan that

would destroy 2,316 acres of Class 1

farmland.

Food & Water First was born of that

fight. Its goal today is to see that prime

farmland and freshwater sources are

preserved across the province for our

benefit and that of future generations.

Land Over Landings joins Food &

Water First in urging the provincial

government to introduce a 10-year

moratorium on all new rezoning 

applications that would impact Class 1

farmland. 

Add your voice. Ask others to do the

same. Saving the land that feeds us and

the water we drink is vital to us all. 

A sample letter and addresses for the

Premier and her Cabinet can be found

at: Time for Action: Letter

http://www.ndact.com/index.php/call-

to-action/call-to-action-email-letter-

writing/997-call-to-action-moratorium

Be sure to sign our online petition

and remind others to do so too:

http://www.change.org/p/prime-

minister-stephen-harper-stop-the-

pickering-airport

Catch our video! Google on “The

Land That We Love” then sit back

and enjoy.
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TIME FOR ACTION 
ON SAVING FARMLAND

REMINDERS

With the powerful headline “YOUR NATURE, FARMLAND AND

DRINKING WATER AT RISK,” Environmental Defence and the 

Ontario Greenbelt Alliance have issued a report and launched their

2015 campaign: “Greenbelt Under Threat.” One of the four top threats

to the Greenbelt is the proposed Pickering Airport.

According to the report, “Ontario’s world renowned Greenbelt 

prevents urban sprawl and protects Ontarians’ access to local food,

clean drinking water and natural areas. But … Ontario’s Greenbelt

is under threat and the Greenbelt Plan is at risk of being weakened.”

http://greenbeltunderthreat.ca/

Land Over Landings has joined forces with Environmental Defence,

Canada’s most effective environmental action organization, working

since 1984 to protect our environment and health. On Jan. 28, in

Brougham, we will be hosting a forum featuring leaders of the Green-

belt and environmental protection movements, including top environ-

mental lawyer, David Donnelly. Details in our January UPDATE.

Land Over Landings wishes you the best of the season and
hopes you make it through to the new year with all your
feathers intact. “Wild Turkeys on the Federal Lands.” Photo: Gordon McGregor

*  *  *

Run, Beulah, run! 
We’ve almost made it!

LOL TO HOST IMPORTANT GREENBELT EVENT 



Meanwhile, watch us and some champions of our cause in this short

video on the importance of the report:

http://www.rogerstv.com/page.aspx?lid=237&rid=2&gid=219194.

“MARVELLOUS MORAINE”

This super new website prepares Ontarians for the 2015 review of the

Moraine Conservation and Greenbelt plans. The Federal Lands are

Moraine and Greenbelt as well as agricultural lands. What they aren’t is

“airport lands”!! For more info, visit www.marvellousmoraine.ca.

IT’S  BEEN A BUSY TIME POLITICALLY!

As we’ve always said, we work with all parties.

We toured the Rouge with NDP MP Megan Leslie (Environment Critic)

and briefed her on the Durham portion of the Federal Lands. And while

bringing NDP MP Matthew Kellway up to date on our recent activities,

we thanked him for continuing to present our petition to the House.

We’ve had useful discussions with CPC MP Paul Calandra (Oak

Ridges-Markham), and federal Liberal hopefuls Dr Jane Philpott of

Stouffville and Celina Caesar-Chavannes of Whitby. And we’ve met

again at length with MP Chris Alexander (Ajax-Pickering).

We discussed the Lands that are surplus to an airport, the Lands 

reserved for an airport, and the Lands that, under Bill C-40, will be part

of the Rouge National Urban Park. We’re thrilled that the mostly 

agricultural York portion of the Lands – 5,000 of the 18,600 acres 

expropriated in 1972 – will be preserved within the Park. Those farmers

will finally have long-term leases under their new landlord, Parks

Canada (instead of Transport Canada).

But the Province has refused to transfer title to its portion of the 

Park – the stunning original Rouge Park – unless Ottawa amends 

aspects of the Bill. So instead of a proud national park we risk getting 

a “parkette.” We hope the stand-off will be short-lived. Our repeated

message to Ottawa now is to act immediately to protect all Durham

Lands outside the area that Transport Canada is promoting as a future

airport site. These thousands of acres of farmland, forests, and streams

are crying out for permanent protection and good governance. And their

preservation would enhance the National Urban Park by providing the

vital, long-sought connection between the Lake and the Moraine. 

Land Over Landings
Because food is a 
GROWING concern!

info@landoverlandings.com

landoverlanding@gmail.com

www.landoverlandings.com

905-649-2433

NICOLE NORRIS AT
“WAVES OF CHANGE”

In November, youth food advocate

Nicole Norris attended Food Secure

Canada’s annual assembly, “Waves of

Change,” in Halifax, joining farmers,

fishers, dietitians, policy-makers, 

activists, community organizers, 

students, and academics, gathered 

to network and learn about food 

initiatives across Canada.

In break-out groups, networking 

sessions, and social gatherings,

Nicole spread the word about Land

Over Landings, connecting our cause

to food sovereignty Canada-wide. She

reports that 52 attendees gladly signed

our petition, and many signed up to

receive UPDATE. She considered this

outreach effort a success, adding: 

“I am always grateful for the opportu-

nity to spread the word about the fight

for our farmland in North Pickering.”

Ontario has the largest agri-food 

sector in the country, yet this 

$34-billion industry, its 740,000 jobs

and our food security are at risk 

because of the lack of protection for

prime farmland. It’s time for 

Ontario to preserve this strategic

and perpetual resource, starting

with a 10-year moratorium on all

new re-zoning applications 

impacting Class 1 farmland.

– excerpt, F&WF letter to 
Premier Kathleen Wynne

Food for Thought


