UPDATE

MEETING FINANCE MINISTER MORNEAU

Alexis Edghill Whalen

On July 20, our MP, Jennifer
O’Connell, brought federal
finance minister Bill Morneau
to Claremont to visit Joyfully
Organic Farm and learn about
the challenges young farmers
face today. Matt Rock and
Liz Beesley want to expand
their business and hire more
staff but need access to more
top-grade soil and affordable
housing where they grow
their crops. They called the
soil of the few acres they’re
leasing now “fantastic.”
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Looking forward to seeing you!

Top: MP O’Connell
and Minister Morneau
with Liz and Matt of
Joyfully Organic Farm.

Left: Pat Valentine and
Mary Delaney unveil
the new map of North
Pickering Farms, Land
Over Landings’ vision
of how the Lands could
benefit young farmers
such as Liz and Matt,
who could then be
supplying many more
residents of the GTA
with fresh local food.

They and the Minister discussed the economics at some length. Liz explained
how CSA (Consumer Supported Agriculture) works, and how she and Matt
have found ways to extend their growing season by some 3 months. They
stressed that they wouldn’t be able to do what they’re doing if forced to farm
further from their urban customers, on less-productive soil.

It’s all so frustrating! There are thousands of acres of underutilized Class 1
farmland on the Federal Lands, but the leasing and living restrictions pretty
well shut out knowlegeable and innovative young entrepreneurs like Matt
and Liz. See our Facebook page for more details and photos.

TAXPAYER MONEY-PIT

On July 30, the Toronto Star reported that,
since 1999, Transport Canada has spent over
$150M of our tax money on maintaining the
Federal Lands, including $5.5M on demolitions, $26.3M on environmental assessment
and abatement, $9.8M on salaries, $36M to
local municipalities in lieu of taxes...

Apparently, the smallest overall total was for
“aviation forecast and planning” in 2005-06:
$1.6M. But what about the studies they
commissioned after that? The 2007-2010
Needs Assessment Study, the 2015-2016
Polonsky study, the much bigger, in-progress
KPMG study? Were they/Are they freebies?!

Transport Canada claims to be managing the
Lands in the most “fiscally prudent manner”
possible, yet good houses go unleased, and
lease restrictions result in only a fraction of
the revenue that could be realized.

HOW LEASE UNCERTAINTY HURTS EVERYONE

Last summer’s drought made for a challenging growing season. This year’s sodden
summer has been much worse. Ron Tapscott, one of the last original farmers on the
Federal Lands, was unable to plant 550 acres this spring and he fears poor crops from
some of his sown fields.

2ND ANNUAL
FARM-TO-TRAIN EVENT!

Mary Delaney

All Aboard Uxbridge presents its 2nd
Annual Farm to Train fundraising event
on Saturday, Sept. 30, to benefit the
Loaves and Fishes Food Bank. Travel
through gorgeous countryside on the York
Durham heritage train while enjoying a
delicious, 4-course, locally inspired meal
by Urban Pantry Restaurant.

Ron wades out to his flooded fields on June 23.

“That’s Mother Nature,” says a resigned Ron. “That’s farming.” And yet, it could also
be climate change and Ron’s inability to undertake preventive measures against flooding, given the restrictions of Transport Canada’s 1-year leases. The $1000/acre cost
of installing tile drainage is, quite simply, prohibitive in such circumstances.

Yet if our vision – long, renewable leases – became reality, tenant farmers would
have certainty in their future and could invest in the improvements they need. Retiling
the Lands’ thousands of acres of farmland could be among the first capital projects.

The benefits of this one-time farm-infrastructure rebuilding project would be many:
Ontario crews at work for years, using Ontario-made tile. To minimize loss of farm
production, tile-laying would typically be done on wheat fields after July harvest. As
each crop rotated to wheat, crews would be back after the harvest to work for several
months. Eventually, the Lands would be completely retiled, and those years of work
would have supported the local hospitality industry (food, lodging, etc.) all that time.

The permanent benefits, according to Farm Credit Canada and OMAFRA, are huge:

• Tile drainage increases crop yield/food production by 29-36%, making farms more
economically viable.

• Tile drainage reduces the need for extra spring tillage to dry out “wet spots.” Tiled
fields also mean less field flooding, less crop loss, less need for replanting, less fuel
consumption, and a smaller carbon footprint.

• Storm water from untiled fields runs off fast and muddy, whereas on drained fields
it soaks down to the tile system which then slowly, over a long period, releases the
excess into municipal ditches, reducing soil erosion by a factor of 10. The water
runs clean from field-tile drains, leaving topsoil in place, watersheds cleaner and
less flood-prone, and municipal ditches in need of less-frequent cleanout.

Sounds like a win-win-win-win-win!

Tickets are $95 before Sept. 1 and $120
thereafter. Don’t miss this special event
for a good cause. For more info, go to
farmtotrain.ca.

Food for Thought

The new Rouge National Urban Park
includes plenty of farmland, mostly in
Markham, and promises longer-term
leases for farmers.

The park’s combination of nature,
agriculture and aboriginal culture, found
nowhere else in Canada, is something that
captures the imagination, said Pam
Veinotte, its superintendent.
“It’s the farming community that’s given
this place a sense of family, a sense
of community, and a sense of lived-in
landscape,” she said.
~ InsideToronto.com, August 2, 2017

Land Over Landings
Because food is a
GROWING concern!

landoverlanding@gmail.com
www.landoverlandings.com
905-649-2433

