
Dr Dianne Saxe, Steve Parish, and Mary Delaney address the crowd in Claremont. 
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salutING CItIzeN aCtIoN aNd polItICIaNs of vIsIoN

Claremont’s community centre was packed on June 2 
for our AGM/Call to Action, with our guest speakers 
Dr Dianne Saxe, former Environmental Commissioner
for Ontario, and Steve Parish, former Ajax Mayor and
staunch Greenbelt supporter. We were all shaken by the
climate-crisis data presented by Dr Saxe. Shaken but,
hopefully, stirred to action, thanks to her powerful 
closing message: KNOWLEDGE + ACTION = HOPE.
She told us that “no one can do everything, but everyone
can do something.” To make your own case, please visit
Breaking News (“What You Can Do NOW!”) on our

home page, where you’ll find Dr
Saxe’s presentation and our new
fact sheets, providing the kind of
knowledge that will arm us all to
take action and build hope. 
Mayor Parish delivered scathing
criticism of Durham Region’s 
sudden push for a Pickering 
aerotropolis. He shredded the 

April aerotropolis event in Toronto, noting that it was
held to “ramp up enthusiasm” and “get the powers that
be onside,” but that the tactic failed. The effort “seemed
to totally fall flat; everybody in the room was from
Durham.” He observed that there was “no uptake at all”
by the Toronto media. He also refuted the repeated claim
of Pickering’s mayor at Regional Council that “people
have had their say” on the airport. “Nobody has ever
asked the people:‘Do you want an airport in north Pick-
ering?’ I’m not convinced they do. Politicians will go
where people want them to go.” He closed by urging us
as groups and individuals to work together to protect the
environment that sustains us. 

Our Chair took up the challenge, delivering a rousing call
to action. For those who missed it, here’s an excerpt:

Here’s something each of you can do. Write Transport
Minister Marc Garneau and tell him you don’t want an
airport. Tell him democracy has been flouted in Durham
Region. Tell him the mayor of Pickering lied when he said
the people have had their say. Tell him you’re not a will-
ing host. Tell him you want to protect farmland and pro-
vide opportunities for young farmers. Tell him you’re
afraid of climate crisis and are fearful of the future your
children face. Tell him you want to protect source water
and indigenous sites. Tell him we need to protect habitat
for species at risk. Tell him you love hiking in our new 
national park and you don’t want planes 400 feet above
your head – and neither do the animals. Tell him you
want jobs – sustainable jobs – for your children now, not
another generation down the road. Tell him there’s no
business case for an airport, that money should be spent
on existing airport infrastructure or new ground trans-
portation, like high-speed rail. If your family was expro-
priated, tell him, dammit, that the government of
Canada owes you an apology for half a century of waste. 
Whatever makes you care, whatever your reason is,
however much you write – one line or five pages – it
doesn’t matter, as long as you make the point that you
do not want an airport in north Pickering. And remem-
ber, you don’t have to live in Pickering to say this.
These are Federal Lands, they belong to all of us. And
we all have the responsibility to fight for sustainability,
for food and water security, and a decision that will
help combat the climate crisis, not add to it.
Write to Minister Garneau and copy in your MP, your
federal candidates, your municipal representatives, the
media, us, anybody you want. But do it today… 



Land Over Landings
Because food is a 
GROWING concern!

landoverlanding@gmail.com
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Food for
Thought
It’s time 

to take note of
who’s fiddling 
as our planet

burns.

Re-elected to two-year terms:
Mary delaney (Chair)
alexis edghill Whalen (Membership & Outreach)
Heather Rigby (Officer at Large)
Joining our executive for two-year terms: 
sari sarieddine (Fundraising)
ellen tihane (Officer at Large)
Brigitte sopher (Officer at Large)
Serving out the balance of their two-year terms: 
susan Reesor (Vice Chair)
david Masters (Treasurer)
Gabrielle untermann (Secretary)
pat valentine (Communications)
stephen Marshall (Events & Volunteers)
Jim Miller (Officer at Large)
We say thank you but not goodbye to Ellen Reesor and
Reid Williamson,who will continue as active members 
of our amazing Youth Wing, and to Joanne Brown, who
will still keep a watchful eye on north Pickering's flora
and fauna through her work with Ontario Nature.
Thank you to everyone who attended our AGM, to those
who donated to the cause, and to those who contributed
in any other way.  

Food for Thought
"Recently I've been invited to speak in places like Panama, New York, 

San Francisco, Abu Dhabi, Vancouver, British Virgin Islands. But sadly our 
remaining carbon budget won't allow any such travels.

Adult generations in countries like mine have used up our resources. My generation
won't be able to fly other than for emergencies, in a foreseeable future if we are to

be the least bit serious about the 1.5° warming limit."
– Greta Thunberg, climate activist

INTRODUCING OUR 2019-2020 EXEC.

aCtIoNs You CaN taKe

**** top pRIoRItY ****

� Write to transport Minister Garneau. 
He needs to hear from us, the public, as soon
as possible.

Our website’s “Take Action” page contains a
sample letter. You can send it as is, or adapt as
you wish. 

� Or e-mail marc.garneau@parl.gc.ca. 

It’s time to have your say!!

* * * *

aNd tHeRe’s MoRe

Are you a wordsmith or handyperson? Introvert
or people person? Whether you’re a detail-
driven technical whiz or love expressing your
creative flair, whether you’re happily home-
bound or itching to get out there, we have lots
of other ways you can volunteer to help keep 
an airport off this prime farmland! 

� sign-painting or installation
� meeting the public at an event booth
� working with one of our municipally

based cells

� assisting with media/social media
� assisting with research  
� assisting with data processing, website

work, writing, editing, photography 

� And we also have need of a drone 
(and licensed operator)!

#

Hey! We’ve got “No Fly Zone” buttons – and T-shirts, signs, and
bumper stickers. Go to our website’s “Take Action” page for details.


