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AH, WINTER! ONE OF OUR FOUR FAVOURITE SEASONS  

Season’s Greetings 
to all of you from all of us 
at Land Over Landings

As we close out the 47th year of the fight to save
these precious Lands, we think back with wonder
and gratitude to all who have supported the cause
over nearly half a century. From politicians of vision
to our many partner organizations. From old friends
from the Seventies, whose commitment has never
wavered, to our new allies, especially the many
young people for whom saving these foodlands is an
essential part of their fight, both for food and water
security and for food justice.  
We particularly want to thank those who gave of
their time and energy or who made donations to help
us stay the course. As a volunteer group, we literally

could not keep doing this without you. Thanks to
those who are our eyes and ears out there, who keep
us informed, tipped off, aware. Thanks to everyone
who filled Claremont’s community centre for our
AGM or who filled in government surveys or voted
in media polls, and who called or wrote to politicians
or editors so that our voice was magnified and heard. 
To each and every one of you, our gratitude and 
appreciation know no bounds. Because of you, we
keep going. Because of you, we will win. It’s been 
47 years and counting, and there is No Pickering 
Airport. Here’s to the day when we can stop counting
and just celebrate! 



Land Over Landings
Because food is a 
GROWING concern!

Jul./Aug./Sep. We publish myth-busting articles, and 
release our “Aviation and Pollution” research report and
our “Where’s My House?” zoom-in map showing where
planes using the proposed airport’s runways would cross
local communities (and at what altitude). Stouffville
votes not to support a Pickering airport! We contribute to
Durham Region’s discussion paper on developing a cli-
mate action plan. We attend the VIP opening of Rouge
National Urban Park’s Toronto Zoo entrance, where
Toronto’s mayor, John Tory, tells our Chair he has never
supported a Pickering airport. We produce radio ads
warning voters not to be “greenwashed” by “green air-
port” claims. We join climate strikes, take part in Climate
Action Week with Drawdown Toronto, and erect big new
road signs promoting locally grown food. 
Oct./Nov./Dec. Youth Wing member Ellen Reesor (Kind
Yoga By Heart) holds a Thanksgiving dinner fundraiser
and donates over $1,000 to our cause. Canadians vote,
and every elected area MP opposes a Pickering airport!
We attend Sustain Ontario’s Bring Food Home event on
equity and food justice, and EcoFair at Wychwood Barns.
We meet with the mayors of Stouffville and Uxbridge.
Youth Wing member Phil Collins (Foggy River Farm), 
in his “Green Industries” course at Pickering’s St. Mary
CSS, gives his students projects on how best to farm 
10 acres on the Federal Lands. 

We rest, a wary eye on the new year, and hope that, with
this new parliament, 2020 will indeed be the last year of
this fight and the first year in which we truly celebrate. 
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THE YEAR IN REVIEW
It was a crazy year, as our vision for North Pickering
Farms risked being drowned out by local politicians’
loud calls for an “aerotropolis” on the Federal Lands. 
But we burst that bubble, debunking their “green air-
port” claims and showing how agriculture and agri-
tourism are wiser paths to economic revitalization and 
to action on the climate crisis. We spoke, wrote, rallied,
researched, and reported. We welcomed new partners
and supporters, and we formed a new Youth Wing. 
Here are some of the year’s milestones:

Jan./Feb./Mar.We join an Environmental Defence-led
movement demanding changes to Ontario’s Bill 66 and
succeed in getting Schedule 10 (undermining decades of
progress on protecting farmland, water, and the environ-
ment) removed. We take part in Democracy XChange in
Toronto. We hold a successful fundraiser at Herongate
Barn Dinner Theatre (thank you, partner!). We introduce
our Youth Wing. We join the international network Stay
Grounded, whose aim is to reduce aviation’s negative 
impact on communities and the environment. We take
part in a Durham Integrated Growers symposium in
Whitby, the Ontario Farmland Trust forum in Niagara,
and Scarborough Seedy Saturdays, and are guests of
Cookie’s Couch at Wychwood Barns Farmers’ Market.
Apr./May/Jun.We attend a Toronto Region Board of
Trade event, organized by the City of Pickering and
sponsored by developers, promoting an “aerotropolis”
on the Lands. In the Toronto Star’s follow-up Big De-
bate poll (“Pickering Airport, YES or NO?”), the “NO”
side wins by a landslide. Durham Regional Council
votes in support of a pro-airport motion by Pickering’s
mayor. Ajax, Oshawa, and Whitby councils follow suit,
and a pro-airport publicity campaign is launched. We
pack Claremont’s community centre for our AGM, with
guest speakers Dianne Saxe, former Environmental
Commissioner for Ontario, and Steve Parrish, retired
Ajax mayor and Greenbelt champion. The final KPMG
study report is submitted to Transport Canada. Our 
Common Ground Garden on the Lands is dug and
planted (its produce goes to a local food bank in the fall).
We sign on to the Ontario Greenbelt Alliance’s “Ontario
Is Not For Sale” campaign. We contribute input to the
development of Durham Region’s Agricultural Strategy,
2019-2024. But we never forget our community. We take
part in the Whitevale Spring Festival and we mourn the
loss of Lois James, Mother of the Rouge. 

landoverlanding@gmail.com
www.landoverlandings.com
905-649-2433

Start a great conversation this holiday season with North
Pickering Farms gifts. You’ll find details on how to order
on our website’s Take Action page.


