
Also, you can’t take the kids pumpkin-picking in an indoor farm!   

🎃
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PICKERING STILL PLUGS AIRPORT
This month, amid a pandemic with an unknown life expect-
ancy, the City hosted a virtual Realtor and Development
Symposium to promote new development on Pickering’s
best farmland and to push, as always, for an airport. 

Global aviation is in desperate straits, begging for bail-outs,
facing bankruptcies, cutting tens of thousands of jobs, halt-
ing services, grounding and retiring aircraft. It anticipates
further massive losses as covid cases continue to climb,
borders remain closed, and overseas flights are deemed too
great a health risk for most passengers to contemplate. Even
the industry’s usually upbeat flag-bearers keep extending
their forecasts of when first signs of normality might 
surface. Yet Pickering sidesteps the facts and continues to
pitch its time-worn dream of airport-based economic 
opportunity. In a world of near-empty airports, the mayor
envisions a thriving one in Pickering, benefitting city, 
region, province, and country. This, he claims, means that 
Pickering is “broadminded” and “forward-thinking.”

We beg to differ. Tomorrow will be all about ensuring food
security and trying to find ways to repair our dangerously
damaged planet. Tomorrow must be about protection, not
destruction. The pandemic will pretty well assure a lost
decade of aviation activity, on top of KPMG’s findings –
pre-covid, by the way: that no Pickering airport is needed 
in the foreseeable future. In fact, the possibility of need has
now been swept into the 2050s at the very least – an uncon-
scionable, by then, 80-year-old blunderous decision, and a
time when, for the sake of our future and the future of our
planet, we must be living in a carbon-neutral world.

A passionate new supporter from Whitby has launched an
online petition asking the federal government to – once and
for all – end any plans to build an airport on the prime, and
increasingly precious, farmland of North Pickering.  

In case you were under the impression that no one would
be crazy enough, during a global pandemic, to promote
building a new airport on foodland – wrong! The aviation
sector may be in freefall, but the City of Pickering, nothing
daunted, goes on actively pushing its pet project.

More on this in the article below. Meanwhile, please SIGN!
Go to our home page at landoverlandings.com.

SIGN THE NEW PETITION!

For years, local politicians have been singing the praises 
of greenhouses and (more recently) indoor farms as part
of a future Pickering airport. Perhaps their hope is that,
by integrating such facilities, they would offset the loss
of the Federal Lands’ prime farmland, and silence air-
port opposition. The indoor-farming chorus grew so 
loud that we checked out the topic – and learned how
misguided the idea is for our area. 

Our latest research paper, “Indoor Farming and North 
Pickering” (accessible on the home page of our website),
looks at greenhouses, indoor farms, and outdoor farming.
Greenhouses and indoor farms (also called vertical
farms) do have real benefits. But indoor farms, in particu-
lar, have major drawbacks. The cost of the energy that is
required to operate them can be prohibitive. Their carbon
footprint is large unless their energy sources are green.
Profitability and long-term viability are uncertain. Crop
options are few. Indoor farms could never replicate the
huge range of food products (not least, tree fruits, meats,
staple food crops) that could be grown in (or raised on)
the rich soil of the Federal Lands.

So no, indoor farming on the Lands is not a visionary 
solution and would not end opposition to an airport.
Those promoting the idea are either misinformed or 
indulging in intentional “Oh look, a squirrel!” distraction.

Read the paper and judge for yourself. 

WE SHINE A SPOTLIGHT ON THE
PROS & CONS OF INDOOR FARMING
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905-649-2433

                 

strategy is to promote the production of local food, he says
the Lands must be considered. And he adds that, if the City
can actively promote an airport on land outside its jurisdic-
tion, why can’t it do the same for agriculture? 

Until the end of November, the City invites anyone in the
agricultural community to call 905-420-4625 to take a short
survey. Based on the replies, staff will prepare a draft local
food strategy to be brought before Council in December.
Public participation will begin in the new year.  

Cllr Brenner says he expects that, during the initial engage-
ment process, responses will be accepted from any out-of-
area farmers and operators – including developers – who
own, or operate on, any Pickering farmlands, whether or not
the participants are based in Pickering. 

Brenner also says he sees Land Over Landings as “subject
matter experts” and agrees that our 2018 “Ag Study” should
be submitted for consideration. Our year-long study, the first 
to examine agriculture rather than an airport as a path to eco-
nomic growth, was funded entirely by individual donations
and carried out by two of Canada’s top agroeconomists.
Their report, A Future for the Lands: Economic Impact of
Remaining Pickering Federal Lands if Returned to Perma-
nent Agriculture, provides data and scenarios for a pathway
to prosperity – resulting in the economic revitalization of
North Pickering if the airport is cancelled and the prime
farmlands are protected for agriculture in perpetuity. 

REIMAGINING OUR RELATIONSHIP TO
THE LAND: JANE FAIRBURN
In a recent blog post (City Hick 3.0: Sustainable Agri-
culture), on the rich history of this area, author, lawyer,
and ardent Land Over Landings supporter Jane Fairburn
documents the long fight to protect the farmland of the
Federal Lands. She reflects on the Indigenous and non-
Indigenous farming practices that were the roots of the
region’s growth, and calls for action to prioritize and
protect the lands through a reawakening of the “culture
of agriculture.” Read at: http://janefairburn.com/blog

While working on her own urban farming project, Jane
has been crafting a new book, For Love of the Land, 
inspired by the loss of her mother’s home, Moorlands, 
at Rosebank, on the shores of Lake Ontario. Her work
explores the cultural, historical, and spiritual connections
between people and landscape, and will feature illustra-
tions by Land Over Landings’ artist in residence,
Heather Rigby.  

“The need for food is not negotiable. We need a healthy food
system. The pandemic has offered the opportunity to recon-
nect with where our food has come from. We need to act on
our awareness.” ~ Mary Robinson, President, Canadian 
Federation of Agriculture on World Food Day 

First the good news. The City of Pickering has launched
an economic development study with the goal of creating a
Local Food Strategy, and they want to hear from you! 

Now the bad. According to Councillor Maurice Brenner,
who initiated the study, the Federal Lands – over 9,000
acres of prime farmland – will NOT be included, as they
are not zoned agricultural and the City has no jurisdiction
over them.  

Brenner sees the irony: the decades-long reality of prime
farmland that is not zoned as such. But since the goal of the

Conceptual drawing of Moorlands. ©Heather Rigby, 2019.

NORTH PICKERING’S PRIME FARMLAND
NOT PART OF LOCAL FOOD STRATEGY

Food for Thought
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