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Introduction

During a Land Over Landings meeting with area MPs on August 15, 2016, Health Minister Dr Jane
Philpott asked how many Indigenous sites were on the remaining Federal Lands. She indicated that the
government was very interested in Indigenous issues. If there were several Indigenous sites on the 
Lands, this knowledge would bolster the argument for protecting the remaining Federal Lands from 
further urban development, including a potential future airport.

We replied that we thought there were Indigenous sites “everywhere” but had no proof. Information on
the locations of unguarded archaeological sites was not available to the general public, to prevent site 
disturbance.

Since that meeting and the Minister’s question, we have collected some interesting information.
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Data Obtained on the Lands Expropriated for an Airport 
(18,600 acres)

In Ontario, all archaeological sites are registered by the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport.

Archaeological exploration of the Lands started after expropriation for Pickering airport, and was 
quite active for a few years. In 1976, the federal government stopped funding major archaeological work.1

A 1979 survey report stated that 126 archaeological sites had been discovered on the Lands to that date.2

There were few archaeological discoveries over the next three decades. By 2004, the number of registered
archaeological sites had increased by only ten, to 136.3 

Data Obtained on the Remaining Federal Lands 
(9,600 acres)

By May 15, 2017, the federal government had announced that nearly half of the lands expropriated for 
an airport had been made part of the Rouge National Urban Park. Parks Canada has committed 
to preserving and celebrating cultural heritage, so archaeological sites within the Park lands will be 
protected.

According to Transport Canada, approximately 9,600 acres expropriated for an airport remain, as shown
in Figure 1: Land Uses on the Federal Site, as of 2015. The Lands being retained for a potential future
airport are shown as a purple striped area in the southeast portion of the site. Those retained for other, 
unspecified purposes are shown in solid orange on the eastern side of the site.

We submitted this map to the Archaeology Unit of the Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport
along with a series of questions that included:

• What is the number of registered archaeological sites on the remaining Federal Lands 
(specifically the purple-striped “New Proposed Airport Site” and the solid orange 
“Other Retained Federal Lands” on the map)?

• What is the cultural affiliation of each site? Categorize as one of: Indigenous, historic 
Euro-Canadian, or undetermined.

• Are the large “White” and “Draper” sites on the remaining Federal Lands?
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1. “Funds cut off excavation at airport Indian dig sites”, article by Don Bernard, Stouffville Tribune, April 22, 1976. (Page 1. Print.)
http://news.ourontario.ca/WhitchurchStouffville/101678/page/1

2. Poulton, Dana R., 1979b. “Prehistory of the New Toronto International Airport Property: the 1976-1978 Surveys”. Manuscript on file 
at the Museum of Indian Archaeology, London, Ontario.

3. This Land Archaeology Inc., “Stage One Archaeological Assessment of the Pickering Airport Lands.” June 2004, revised April 18, 2005.
Manuscript on file at the Greater Toronto Airports Authority, Mississauga, Ontario.
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The Unit’s response gave us with the following information:

• As of April 2017, their database indicated that approximately 81 archaeological sites had been
registered within the remaining Federal Lands. Due to the small size of the map provided, it was
difficult to precisely trace the boundary around the area of interest to get an exact number.

• The cultural affiliation for the 81 sites: 32 Indigenous, 15 historic Euro-Canadian, and 
34 undetermined. Most of the sites categorized as “undetermined” are believed to be “isolated
un-diagnostic lithic findspots,” i.e., they contain evidence of waste left over from making stone
tools, or any parts of stone tools that lack dateable features.

• Since most of the archaeological work dates back to the mid-1970s and earlier, it is the opinion
of the Archaeology Unit that a comprehensive resurvey of the remaining Federal Lands
today would likely uncover many additional sites.

• Their database suggests that archaeological activity on the Lands has increased in recent years.
Only 3 new sites were registered between 2000-2009, but since 2009, at least 17 new sites have
been registered.

• The remaining Federal Lands appear to contain both the Draper and White sites.

Figure 1: Land Uses on the Federal Site, as of 2015



Our Comments on This Information

Since most of the 34 “undetermined” sites contain stone tool artifacts, it is possible they are Indigenous, 
but further investigation is required to date each site.4

Dr Gary Polonsky, during his recent consultation for Transport Canada on potential uses for the Lands, 
interviewed members of two Indigenous groups: Wendat (Huron) and the Six Nations of the Grand River.
These groups share the Archaeology Unit’s view that additional sites are likely to be discovered, and they
wish to be involved in the sites’ protection:

On archeological resources: First Nation groups indicated that there are archeological
sites on the Pickering Lands and that additional sites will likely be discovered as develop-
ment occurs. Some archeological sites contain ossuaries or burial grounds that are espe-
cially important to the First Nation groups. The First Nation groups wish to be consulted
and involved in the process as development occurs to ensure that these sites are protected.5

The important Draper site6 (Figure 2) and White site on the remaining Federal Lands were featured in 
several Stouffville Tribune newspaper articles describing the “rescue” archaeological work done at these
locations in the mid-1970s.7

The Wendat (Huron) Draper site had a population of up to 2,000 people in 35 longhouses on 4 hectares
(10 acres). In the early 1500s, the Draper community moved to establish a new settlement, called the
Mantle site (renamed the Jean-Baptiste Lainé site), in the southeast corner of present-day Stouffville.8

The White site was a small village abandoned by its occupants so as to join the larger, more heavily forti-
fied Draper settlement.9 The primary occupation of both the Draper and White villagers was farming.10
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4. Archaeologists have defined several subcategories/eras of Indigenous cultural affiliation, including: Paleo-Indian, Archaic,
Woodland, Iroquoian, Mississauga, pre-[European] contact, and undetermined Aboriginal.

5. Polonsky, Gary,” Jets & Jobs,” 2016, p. 42.

6. http://www.pitt.edu/~klwst25/draper.html

7. “Indian village find well-kept secret”, Stouffville Tribune, October 2, 1975. (Page 1. Print.)
http://news.ourontario.ca/WhitchurchStouffville/101649/page/1

8. “Draper site secrecy denied by MOT official”, Stouffville Tribune, October 2, 1975. (Page 2. Print.)
http://news.ourontario.ca/WhitchurchStouffville/101649/page/2

“Slower pace at Draper site”, Stouffville Tribune, October 9, 1975, (Page 5. Print.)
http://news.ourontario.ca/WhitchurchStouffville/101650/page/5

“Funds cut off excavation at airport Indian dig sites”, article by Don Bernard, Stouffville Tribune, April 22, 1976. (Page 1. Print.)
http://news.ourontario.ca/WhitchurchStouffville/101678/page/1

“Million pieces turned up”, article by Keith Bolender, Stouffville Tribune, August 24, 1978. (Page 1. Print.) 

9. Jennifer Birch and Ronald F. Williamson, “The Mantle Site: An Archaeological History of an Ancestral Wendat Community”. 
AltaMira Press, 2013, p. 29.

10.  Ibid, p. 60.
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About the Draper and White Sites



Six other major Indigenous settlements were discovered during the 1970s on the remaining Federal Lands,
including the Pugh and Gostick sites. The unnamed sites appear to be largely unexplored.12

An Indigenous Site Discovery Shifts an Interchange

The original plan for the Brock Road/Hwy 407 interchange was based on an approved environmental 
assessment (EA), conducted by the Region of Durham in 2003. That EA recommended that Brock Road
be realigned to the vicinity of Sideline 16 in the City of Pickering.

Subsequently, in 2004 (researcher Sutton), an aboriginal site, originally called the Miindaamiin site
(A1Gs-302), later renamed the Ludger Gros-Louis site, was discovered within the footprint of the planned
Brock Road/Hwy 407 interchange. The site was found in an area that had not been previously assessed by 
archaeologists, during a pedestrian survey done for the Ontario Realty Corporation (ORC) with regard 
to the Seaton Lands. In 2005, a preliminary exploration of the site found over 1,700 Pre-Contact 
Aboriginal artifacts. Based on the findings of this investigation, it was recommended that the site 
be avoided.
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11. https://web.archive.org/web/20110706210235/http://www.pada.ca/lib/images/2/4496.jpg

12. Williamson, Ronald F. (1979). “The Robin Hood Site: A Study of Functional Variability in Late Iroquoian Settlement Patterns”  
(Master’s thesis), p. 12. Retrieved from: digitool.library.mcgill.ca/thesisfile52470.pdf

Figure 2: The Draper Site11



In 2009, further archaeological investigations were carried out by the Ontario Ministry of Transportation
(MTO) within Brougham Creek valleylands to establish the extent of the Ludger Gros-Louis site, and to
determine the buffer required to protect the site during interchange construction. Artifacts related to this
site were found on both sides of Sideline 16.

In 2010, URS Corporation completed the archaeological investigation and mapping of this Middle 
Iroquoian village.13

To avoid impacting the Ludger Gros-Louis site, MTO retained Morrison Hershfield and URS Canada 
to recommend a modified design of the interchange, then retained Delcan Corporation and LGL Limited
to assess and document any new environmental impacts associated with the recommended design 
“refinement.”14 Their report stated: “The most significant advantage of the design refinements is 
the avoidance of the Ludger Gros-Louis Site.”15

Will Canada Take as Much Care as Ontario?

After a thorough archaeological assessment was done on the Brock Road/Hwy 407 interchange site and
after more than 1,700 artifacts had been found, Ontario permanently protected this Middle Iroquoian 
village by relocating the interchange.

Will Canada exhibit the same diligence as Ontario, and undertake a thorough archaeological reassessment
of the remaining Federal Lands? Will Canada honour the wishes of its First Nations groups who want 
the protection of dozens of Indigenous sites on the remaining Federal Lands, including the historically 
significant Draper site, where at least 1,000,00016 artifacts have been found?
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13. Sourced from: Brock Lands Master Plan Background Report, Toronto and Region Conservation Authority, 2011. p. 57

14. Sourced from: Assessment of Design Refinements to the 407 East Brock Road Interchange, LGL Limited, Delcan Corporation, 
May 2012, p. 1.

15. Ibid., p. 45.

16. “Million pieces turned up”, article by Keith Bolender, Stouffville Tribune, August 24, 1978. (Page 1. Print.)
http://news.ourontario.ca/WhitchurchStouffville/101804/page/1


