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*** URGENT CALL TO ACTION *** 
DURHAM REGION NEEDS TO HEAR FROM YOU!

LAND OVER LANDINGS EARNS CONSERVATION AWARD 

Durham Region is about to close the public consultation
phase of the Policy Directions stage of the “Envision
Durham” Municipal Comprehensive Review (MCR),
leading to an updated Official Plan.  

In our response, we zeroed in on:

1. The Region’s continued support for a Pickering 
airport, and how that position conflicts with the Region’s
proposed measures for emissions-reduction and climate-
change mitigation.  

2. The Region’s consideration of two boundary-change 
requests, by the City of  Pickering, to have thousands 
of acres of prime farmland, wetlands, and woodlots, 
including thousands of acres of the Federal Lands in
North Pickering (those not already in the Greenbelt), 
redesignated for urban development.

If you agree that these proposed policy directions are 
inappropriate and must not be incorporated into the 

Region’s Official Plan, we urge you to add your voice to
ours. It is crucial that as many of us as possible warn the
Region of our grave concerns about these issues. (Go to
our website’s home page to see a draft of our response.)

Time is short!
E-mail to: EnvisionDurham@durham.ca
Deadline: June 30

Here’s one way to submit: see template, p. 2. Ü
Or write your own e-mail submission. 

To help Durham citizens learn more about the MCR
process, our colleagues at Rescue Lake Simcoe Coalition
will be holding a webinar on June 24 at 7 p.m. 

Learn why the MCR matters. What its key themes are.
Which issues affect your community. How you can 
contribute during the public consultation phase. Visit their
website to learn more and to register: https://rescuelake-
simcoe.org/current-activities/official-plans/

Land Over Landings’ advocacy has
been recognized with a conservation
award from Ontario Nature! 

The Steve Hounsell Greenway Award
celebrates the role we played in 
protecting the 20-km natural heritage
corridor that stretches from Lake 
Ontario to the Oak Ridges Moraine.
More than half of the Federal Lands
became part of Rouge National Urban
Park, and only the eastern parcel is
still held for a potential airport.

We’re grateful to our nominators, 
the Midland-Penetanguishene Field 
Naturalists, with endorsement from
the Pickering Naturalists and North
Durham Nature. See more, p. 2.  ÜPh
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Heather Rigby and Mary Delaney send some clear messages from the Federal Lands.



Land Over Landings
Because food is a 
GROWING concern!

Soon afterwards, we learned that Ontario Nature had 
honoured us with the  Steve Hounsell Greenway Award
for our conservation efforts. 

And just this past week we were among the presenters at
The Peoples’ Summit, a three-day event featuring conser-
vation leaders from across Ontario, co-hosted by Wild-
lands League, the Wilderness Committee, Carolinian
Canada, and the Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society
(CPAWS-Ottawa). Our panel focussed on the challenges
involved in protecting wild and rural areas within the
urban expanses of the Greater Golden Horseshoe.

Sadly, here at home in Pickering and Durham, there was
no celebration or honouring of the Lands or our advocacy.
Rather, the battle drags on as we try to break through the 
protective pro-development shield of our regional and
local councils. Both councils have formally declared a 
climate emergency, yet that hasn’t stopped them from 
continuing to push for an airport.

Everywhere, there is a move to identify places of 
environmental concern and celebrate the people working
to protect them. More and more, the spotlight is being
turned on the Federal Lands and on Land Over Land-
ings’s efforts to save them from development.

In February, our story was part of an edition of CBC
Radio’s “Ideas.” Guy Dixon’s piece, The Forever
Protest: Why the perpetual fight for change is not futile,
featured our Chair and two other dedicated women who
have been involved in decades-long efforts to change 
policy and obtain justice. A search on the main title will
take you to the podcast.
This spring, the Federal Lands were added to Ontario 
Nature’s Protected Places Story Map, part of a call to
provincial political leaders to embrace the new federal 
targets to protect 25% of our vulnerable lands and waters
by 2025 and 30% by 2030. A search on “Protected Places
Ontario Nature” will direct you to this inspiring website.

landoverlanding@gmail.com
www.landoverlandings.com
905-649-2433

ENVISION DURHAM: 
SUBMISSION TEMPLATE

OUR ADVOCACY RECOGNIZED BY CBC & MAJORNGOS

Re: Proposed Policy Directions Report, March 2021

To Envision Durham,

We were dismayed to find, in the Proposed Policy 
Directions Report, that the Region aims to embed
support for a Pickering airport in its Official Plan.

In January of last year, the Region declared a 
climate emergency. In doing so, it sent a clear 
signal to citizens that Council and staff were taking
climate change seriously and that they recognized
the effort and determination that would be needed
to reach the goal of net-zero carbon emissions over
the next three decades. Adding an airport would
end any chance of achieving this. 

We urge the Region to prepare wisely for the 
uncharted future we face. A relentlessly warming
planet will negatively affect crops and food supplies
around the world. Durham Region, blessed with 
pristine watersheds, Class 1 soil, and a large and vital
agricultural sector, is better equipped than most to

provide essential benefits to its residents, now 
and into the future. The Region’s strength is in its
agricultural potential. The Federal Lands should be
repurposed as a major food source, attracting agri-
tourism and creating a whole new revenue stream.
Such a project would fit seamlessly into the Region’s
plans for meaningful, long-term efforts to cut emis-
sions, build resilience, and help residents survive the
challenges ahead as the climate crisis deepens.

A plan to replace prime farmland with asphalt and
concrete shows a profound failure to recognize the
Region’s foremost asset and erodes the opportunity
to be a major, sustainable food provider to the grow-
ing populations of the Greater Golden Horseshoe. 

An airport would not create a cleaner, safer, or  food-
secure future. It would cancel out climate-change
mitigation efforts. Please abandon this bad idea. 


