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THE CHANGING FACE OF ADVOCACY

The Advocates

Standing in front of a locked-down Brougham Hall, 
headquarters for half a century of advocacy by People 
or Planes (POP) and then Land Over Landings, are, left 
to right, Sari Sarieddine (Youth Wing Chair), Mary 
Delaney (Chair), and Gord McGregor (Honourary Chair).

On March 2, 1972 ...

... the Hall was the centre of a thriving rural community. 

... Gord McGregor had just finished an addition to his
house to make extra room for his growing family when
he learned he’d been expropriated. He joined the POP
fight to save the community he loved. He and his wife
still live in the same house as federal tenants.

... Mary Delaney was finishing high school in Simcoe
County and preparing for university. She would learn
about POP only in 1980, when she and her husband
moved into an old farmhouse on the Lands. She became
a founder of Land Over Landings in 2005.

... and it would be over 20 years before Sari Sarieddine
was born, in Lebanon. He and his family moved from
Saudi Arabia to Canada in 2007 and to Pickering in
2016. Sari learned about Land Over Landings in 2018
when he ran for local council. He joined our executive
the following year. 

From 1972 to 2022. It's a different world. But as POP’s
Chair, Doc Godfrey, said in 1972, “17% need airplanes.
100% need food.” That has remained the same.

The 50 Years of Making History

The never-ending story of the airport that was never built 
is almost half a century old but still worth retelling, not
only because it’s both heartbreaking and inspiring, but also 
because it ain’t over yet!

On March 2, 2022 ...

... we will mark that dark day in history when the massive
expropriations were announced, to pave the way for the
New Toronto International Airport. The date salutes, as
well, #50YearsofCitizenAction to protect these soils, 
waterways, wetlands, and woodlots – all still here, all still
an oasis of blue and green in a growing sea of sprawl.

If you know storytellers with a public following, please let
them know about our media package and ask them to share
the “50th” message.

And lose yourself, as well, in the package’s powerful
archival images, hard-hitting reports, stunning present-day
photos, and stirring, thought-provoking videos. 

Look for the Media Advisory on our website’s Recent
News page. 



This year’s speakers are guaranteed to educate, entertain,
and inspire. Featured are David Phillips, Environment
Canada's top climatologist and senior “weatherman,” 
and Evan Fraser, founder of #Feeding9Billion, author,
researcher, and professor at the University of Guelph,
where he helps lead the important research program
Food from Thought, which explores how to use big data
to reduce agriculture’s environmental footprint. The 2022
Farmland Forum: The Future of Farmland Diversifi-
cation, will be held virtually on March 24, and is open to
all. Check OFT’s website for further details. 

In 2011, when a company announced plans to dig the
largest quarry in Canada on some of the best farmland in
Ontario and at the headwaters of five river systems, the 
ensuing public uprising echoed the early days of People or
Planes. It resulted in a mega-win against the company, and
the creation of a powerful volunteer advocacy group called
Food and Water First, an offshoot of the North Dufferin
Agricultural and Community Taskforce.

Today, along with dozens of other grassroots groups and
major environmental NGOs, they have launched The 
Reform Gravel Mining Coalition to fight corporations that
put profit before the environment. Describing their work as
a “David and Goliath struggle,” they have undertaken their
first action – Demand a Moratorium Now (DAMN!) – on
all new applications for gravel mining in Ontario. 

To find out more about why this should matter to all 
Ontarians, visit www.reformgravelmining.ca. 

Land Over Landings
Because food is a 
GROWING concern!

landoverlanding@gmail.com
www.landoverlandings.com
905-649-2433

ONTARIO FARMLAND TRUST FORUM

“Brougham existed for 150 years as a quiet rural 
community that supported agriculture on the surrounding
farms.” So begins an article and photo essay entitled
'Brougham – Ghost Towns of the GTA” on the website
“Hiking the GTA.” The well-researched piece is a
glimpse into the history of the (mostly vacant) remaining
heritage structures, as well as that other side of
Brougham today, “a community of driveways that go
nowhere and vacant lots.” Both the empty heritage
homes and the driveways going nowhere are the legacy
of the 1972 expropriation. The article can be found in the
January 2022 archives of the Hiking the GTA website. 

HISTORIC BROUGHAM (GHOST TOWN?) 

The Hon. Pauline Browes, former Minister of State for the 
Environment, and Founder and Chair of Friends of Rouge 
National Urban Park, has been a champion of the Rouge for
decades – and a long-time supporter of Land Over Landings. 
She is among those who have long advocated for ALL the 
Federal Lands to be included in Rouge National Urban Park. 

NO PICKERING AIRPORT! YO U R S T O PR O T E C T

OUR PARTNERS, FOOD AND WATER FIRST, 
GIVE A DAMN!
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