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The brilliant, the irrepressible, the indomitable spark-
plug, who ignited a grassroots movement – People or
Planes – that grounded two governments and stopped
an airport, is no more. 

Charles “Doc” Godfrey died in July at the family
home in Madoc. He was the inspired and inspiring
leader of People or Planes, who brazenly took on 
premiers and prime ministers, entertained crowds,
charmed the media, and simply made it all happen.

Following the airport announcement on March 2,
1972, Godfrey became POP’s leader. He entered 
politics in 1975 in a bid to stop the airport “from the
inside.” He was chosen as the NDP candidate for
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Durham West and won a seat in the Ontario legisla-
ture. “Two days after I was elected, the (federal) gov-
ernment said they weren’t going to go ahead with the
airport,” Godfrey later told a reporter, adding “I don’t
think there’s another politician in the world who can
say he accomplished his political goals that fast.”

He was a practising physician until the age of 102
and was the undisputed star of the day when, at the
age of 94, he, along with dozens of his compatriots, 
returned to Brougham for the celebration of 40 years
of no airport.

On March 2, 2022, on POP’s 50th anniversary, he did
it again – in his 105th year – pulling no punches with 

GOODBYE AND HEARTFELT THANKS TO 
CHARLES “DOC” GODFREY

Doc Godfrey leans on a sign framing an expropriated farmhouse, perhaps the most iconic image from POP’s fight in
the early '70s. The message still resonates today. On Sept. 25, 1975, he celebrates the shelving of the airport with
200 others at the occupied Bentley-Carruthers house, site of “The Last Stand.”



In just over two months, Ontario goes to the polls again
to elect our municipal representatives. With developers
apparently pulling the strings in so many areas of our
province, and with farmland, communities, and the en-
vironment threatened by sprawl and short-sighted plan-
ning, the outcome of this election is critical to our
future. Challenge your candidates on these issues.
While Land Over Landings doesn’t endorse candi-
dates, we endeavour to inform, especially where a can-
didate’s platform or past action has been clear with
regard to an airport in north Pickering and/or farmland
preservation in this area.

Our local council is set for a reboot with the retirement
of the airport-pushing mayor and two seats left vacant
by a death and a retirement. Of the council members
running for re-election, only Councillor Maurice Bren-
ner has been a consistent and persistent voice FOR
farmland, the environment, and wise planning – and 
always AGAINST an airport.

a No Pickering Airport video that summed up POP’s 
message then, our message now, and the man himself:
“It was political baloney then and I say it’s still
baloney!” 

We thought he would live forever, and our dearest wish
was to be able to recreate, with him, that celebratory

Two giants of the movement, Al Graham and Bill Lishman, whose stunts got POP onto front pages, honour their
diminutive leader at the 40th anniversary of “No Pickering Airport,” March 2, 2012. That day, Doc Godfrey passed the
torch to the 6-year-old granddaughter of Pat Horne, another of our heroes, also lost to us in July. 

newspaper image, “POP Goes the Airport!” – and this
time for good.

Today we mourn him, we thank him, and above all we
celebrate an extraordinary life lived to the fullest. Rest
in Peace, Doc Godfrey. You will always be our hero.
September 24, 1917 – July 24, 2022

MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS CRITICAL TO FUTURE Councillor Kevin Ashe, running for mayor, has been an
equally consistent and persistent voice FOR an airport
and sprawl. He was also FOR an Amazon warehouse
on a wetland, a subdivision on farmland, a hospital on
the headwaters of Carruthers Creek, and the so-called
Condo Canyon – 75 high-rise condos in the heart of
urban Pickering. 
The most encouraging campaign quote to emerge thus
far has come from mayoral candidate Brad Nazar,
whose platform includes: “Opposing an airport in north
Pickering and telling the Federal Government that the
land needs to be protected as agricultural land. This will
encourage agricultural investment in Pickering and put
to an end 50 years of an imaginary airport. It's time for
Pickering to move forward.” 
Next door in Stouffville, Mayor Iain Lovatt has been
clear with Prime Minister Trudeau, writing that “an air-
port is not needed and now is the time to transfer these
prime farmlands into the (Rouge National Urban Park)
RNUP. Doing so would end decades of uncertainty and
bring greater ecological security to the GTA.”
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