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MARY DELANEY RECEIVES QUEEN’S 
PLATINUM JUBILEE AWARD 

RUMOURS OF OUR DEATH

In 1897 one James Ross Clemens fell seriously ill in
London, England. Confused media outlets of the day
reported that Samuel Langhorne Clemens was at
death’s door. Clemens (known to most of us as Mark
Twain), issued a statement to the New York Journal
which has often, and famously, been misquoted over
the years. He said, approximately, that “rumours of my
death have been greatly exaggerated”.

And what, you ask, does this have to do with us?

Well, something very similar happened with media 
reports on the Ford government’s recent vicious attack
on the Greenbelt, and specifically on the Duffins-Rouge
Agricultural Preserve (DRAP) in Pickering, adjacent to
Rouge National Urban Park. The Preserve lands were
among the 25,000 acres of farmland and communities
expropriated in 1972 by Ontario to create a satellite city
(Seaton, sound familiar?) that was to be built south of
the land expropriated at the same time by the federal
government for a proposed airport.

Confused? You have a right to be! After writers and 
editors conflated the two expropriations, we got letters,
posts, and tweets of condolence over having lost our
valiant 50-year fight to save the precious Federal Lands.

But no! While the Province’s attack on the Greenbelt
and Ag Preserve – both of which had been protected
by law in perpetuity – is deplorable, underhanded, 
odious, and possibly illegal, it has no bearing on our
core mission and neither undercuts nor silences us!

As we join those fighting to save the DRAP, we recog-
nize, instead, the brutal fact that the federal farmlands
are now, more than ever, valuable, precious, and 
vulnerable. We’ve always said that the Lands would
be miles of sprawl if it hadn’t been for their accidental
protection by the federal airport designation. Now we
know our belief to be true. The developers’ motto, to
borrow again from Twain, may be “Buy land. They’re
not making any more of it.” But they, and our  provin-
cial government, would do well to remember that “it’s
not the size of the dog in the fight. It’s the size of the
fight in the dog.” GRRRRR...

During her years as leader and chair of Land
Over Landings, Mary has transformed us from a
vigilant group of no-airport protesters to a laser-
focussed advocacy machine dedicated to saving
the Federal Lands for farming. We established a
mission, a vision, a sound strategic plan; built a
vibrant social media presence; and earned a rep-
utation for accuracy, competence, and integrity.
We expanded our supporter base and our net-
work of contacts, entered into partnerships, and
saw our media exposure surge. 

Through it all, Mary was tireless, her ear to the
ground at all times (we’re not sure if she ever
sleeps). She’s been the organization’s driving
force and its face and voice in countless local
and national interviews on radio, TV, online, and
in print. In those interviews she’s been funny,
passionate, thoughtful, thought-provoking,
quick-witted, persuasive, hard-hitting when war-
ranted, and unafraid to speak truth to power. 
The effort bore fruit: we were instrumental in
getting more than half the airport site transferred
to Rouge National Urban Park, thereby saving
that farmland forever – and we aren’t done yet. 

Today, we proudly stand and applaud Mary 
Delaney, our tireless chair and a most-deserving
recipient of the Queen Elizabeth II Platinum 
Jubilee Award, for her many years of absolutely
outstanding volunteer service.



Farm fields near Cherrywood in the Duffins-Rouge Agricultural 
Preserve. Photo by FrameToFrameNature

put affordability out of reach – not just for new resi-
dents but also for current taxpayers.

Regardless of what has been claimed repeatedly in the
past, growth rarely pays for growth. And it never pays for
the maintenance and replacement costs of all that new in-
frastructure in the years that follow. As always, it’s tax-
payers who must pay. The research is plentiful and clear:
sprawl is expensive and unsustainable. Approving such a
plan just exposes the dishonesty of governments’ climate
commitments to reach net zero by 2050, a necessity if we
hope to have a livable future.

So, what can we do in the face of such a staggering
threat to our food security and community well-being? 

The most basic call to action remains the best option.
Contact your local councillor, your regional councillor,
your mayor, and your MPP. Impress upon them, in no
uncertain terms, that the thousands of new acres of
farmland put forward by Envision Durham, along with
the disgraceful Greenbelt cuts, will not solve the crisis
in the way they think it will. Point out that it will only
create new crises and impoverish future generations –
economically and environmentally. We all know better.
They must do better. Tell them that every one of their
votes, every policy direction, must be anchored in the
knowledge that there isn’t, never was, a land supply
shortage in Durham Region, nor in the GTHA. If land
availability were truly the issue, we would have solved
affordability ages ago. There is, however, a shortage of
visionary leaders who understand that the opinions and
positions of builders and land speculators rarely align
with the needs of the population. We must create and
offer new options within urban limits, and save prime
farmland for the people who need it: farmers! Not to
mention the population those farmers must feed. 

Envision Durham is seeking feedback by January 18
on urban boundary expansions. We know this leaves
little time to submit responses, whether short or de-
tailed, but any and all responses will be critical if we’re
to have a chance of fixing a potentially disastrous 
decision by Durham Regional Council.

Visit:
https://www.durham.ca/en/doing-business/envision-
durham.aspx to view maps, read reports, and immerse
yourself in the tragic reality that 30 years of new sprawl
is currently envisioned for the Region. 

Is that your vision too? If not, please use your voice.

Question: How much prime farmland is too much
prime farmland if sacrificed to build accommodation
for future neighbours in Durham Region? 

Answer: If it’s prime farmland, any amount is too
much. 

Sadly, our provincial and local leaders, in a blinkered
race to fix an affordable-housing crisis, are running
roughshod over that critical question and its blunt 
answer. Solving a multi-faceted and highly complex
challenge requires care and a precise set of tools. 
Instead, these leaders seem intent on taking a sledge-
hammer to the planning process in hopes of finding a
miracle in the rubble. The loss of our agricultural asset
base and the abandonment of climate action commit-
ments appear to be perfectly justifiable costs, and of 
little concern, to those in charge. 

What we know to be true is this: 

Increased affordability is best achieved by creating
a range of housing options on land already serviced
by roads, transit, and water/wastewater pipes, and
already connected to nearby shops and services, all
provided in a compact form. 
The result is typically called a “complete community”
or a “15-minute neighbourhood.” Unfortunately, with
great stretches of fresh new farmland being targeted in
Durham Region, it’s highly unlikely that anything 
resembling a compact, walkable, affordable – or even
attainable – community will result. The prodigious cost
of building entirely new neighbourhoods, along with
all the associated infrastructure to support them, will
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