
The History

In 1972, Ottawa expropriated close to 18,600 acres of mostly Class 1 farmland in north 
Pickering and environs for an international airport. Ontario was a partner in the venture.

In 1975, Ontario questioned the need for, and potential cost of, an airport, and backed out of
the deal. The plan was shelved but not cancelled. Ottawa kept the land.

The fields continued to be farmed, but the mixed-farming of 1972 was soon replaced by cash
cropping, the only financially viable option under Transport Canada’s short leases. 

In 2015, Transport Canada transferred 5,200 acres to Parks Canada to help form Rouge 
National Urban Park (RNUP), with a mandate to showcase nature, culture, and agriculture. 
In 2017, another 5,000 acres were transferred to the Park. 

On January 27, 2025, Ottawa announced the cancellation of the airport project, as well as
future stakeholder consultations on adding the Pickering Federal Lands to the Park.  

Now Ottawa Must...
...Save Our Best and Rarest Farmland

According to the Canada Land Inventory, the Pickering Lands are almost entirely Class 1 
soil, which has the highest production capability (20% greater than Class 2) and provides the 
highest income potential. Class 1 soil is alone in having unlimited arable-crop capability. 
It can produce over 200 different agricultural products along with many of the world foods
that are increasingly in demand in the Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area (GTHA). 

Protected in the Park and with longer leases, the Lands could again be used for the kind of
mixed farming (dairy, meat, eggs, forage, cereal grains, fruit, and vegetables) that once thrived
here. Their agricultural, touristic, and economic potential is explored in detail in A Future for
the Lands, an in-depth agricultural study conducted in 2018 (see our website). Over 2,000 new
jobs could be created, resulting in over $221 million annually in overall economic activity. 

ADD ALL THE PICKERING FEDERAL LANDS
TO ROUGE NATIONAL URBAN PARK!

Because food is a
GROWING concern!
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...Help Our Future Farmers

The need is acute. The latest Agricultural Census reported the median age of Canada’s 
farmers in 2021 as 58 – an increase of 2 years since the 2016 census, and an increase of 6% 
in the proportion of older farm operators. Many older farmers have no succession plan in
place, meaning that when they retire their farms may be sold to non-farmers, including 
property developers. While the earlier census had noted a small rise in the number of young
farmers, the 2021 census reported a slight decline. 

But these statistics tell only part of the story. Many young farmers have had their career 
aspirations thwarted by the prohibitive cost of buying prime farmland close to the urban 
markets they rely on, not least in and around the GTHA. In short, they need help. A food hub
in the Park could be the springboard that lets them launch their careers and contribute to our
economy and food security. Prime farmland with affordable leases would be a life-changing
opportunity for entrant farmers, on whom future generations of Canadians will soon be 
dependent. Nurturing our next generation(s) of farmers is a crucial investment in our future.

...Maximize RNUP’s Protection, Enhance Its Attraction

Relentless urban sprawl, stretching right to the Park’s borders, poses a persistent existential
threat to the Park’s wildlife corridors and its ecological integrity. Transferring all the 
remaining Pickering Federal Lands to the Park would prevent encroachment along the 
Park’s lengthy north-eastern boundary and secure its long-term health. And a food hub
on these Lands within the Park would stimulate agri-tourism and trigger multiple economic 
opportunities in the wider area. Restaurants, cafés, B&Bs, farmers’ markets, and much more
would be magnets and destinations for locals and tourists alike, bringing benefits to the Park
and a much wider area as well.

These are our goals now. With all the Lands in Rouge National Urban Park, 
the Park wins, the Lands win, farmers win, all Canadians win.
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