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The GTAA’s Needs Assessment Report

2009

¢ Jan. 28 — LOL’s Vice-chair, Mary Delaney, is interviewed on “First Local” radio. The following month,
she delivers a number of presentations at local schools. As she would later say: “We never turned
down an invitation. No class or service group was too small or unimportant.”

¢ Jan. 28 — Gabrielle and Myrna McGregor paint the 4x8 map of the Lands that will be used as an
event display piece for years.

¢ Mar. 3 — First mention (by Sharon Powell) of the need to make a business case for the Lands. There
is news that the Browns are to be rehoused on Orchard Heights in Brougham, after receiving an
eviction notice.

¢ Apr. 21 — Mary works with new webmaster Karen Phillips to refresh and enhance LOL’s website.

* Tenants receive a letter from TC advising that the Toronto Region Conservation Authority (TRCA)
will be monitoring the Lands — and includes the remarkable admission that the Lands are a
“valuable part of Canada’s natural heritage.”

¢ May — September — LOL attends a GTAA public meeting, staffs booths at the Whitevale Festival, the
Archeology Festival (Claremont Conservation Area), and the Greenwood Festival, attends an RDGC
meeting, and more.

¢ May 22 - From the GTAA’s new Chair we receive a response to last year’s letter to the previous
board chairman. She largely repeats the standard mantra: that any decision will be made by the
Government of Canada and not by the GTAA, so we should raise our concerns with Transport
Canada. (At least she answered...)

¢ July 7 — Posted on YouTube is a short video of Mark Holland promoting a Land Trust for the Lands.

¢ October — (exact date unknown) Although the needs assessment report still hasn’t been made
public, the GTAA quietly packs its bags and, under cover of darkness, moves out of the Bentley
House. We see this as a pretty clear sign that the study hasn’t been able to make a case for an
airport in Pickering. Yet Transport Canada quietly pursues more demolitions.

¢ Oct. 4 — Mary presents our case at a Liberal Party Membership Fair.

¢ Oct. 20 — Lorne Almack introduces his fully fleshed-out Prospectus on “Management of Federal
Lands in Pickering,” in which he argues persuasively for a Conservation Land Trust.

e Oct. 22 — We attend a meet and greet for federal Conservative candidate Chris Alexander.

® Nov. 6 — Dec. 31 — A busy schedule: a meeting in Stouffville re Markham Airport (this is a public
Open House, broadcast on CBC; Sharon P. and Michael R. attend); a York Region Environmental
Alliance (YREA) meeting; a booth at Chef’s Challenge, Dunbarton HS; a presentation to geography
teachers of Durham District School Board (DDSB); and... the New Year’s Eve Dance.



2010

¢ Jan. 1 - LOL protesters sing outside the Pickering airport site office in Claremont on the day that
demolition crews will be submitting tenders to the government.

¢ Jan. 19 — The guest at LOL’s regular meeting is Clir David Pickles, who explains why he doesn’t want
an airport question on the ballot in the upcoming municipal elections. We're against the idea for the
same reason — the risk that a majority of voters, including many newcomers to the area, unfamiliar
with the history and what is at stake, would believe the need-for-more-airport-capacity arguments
and the job-creation promises, and vote yes.

¢ We maintain ties with Mark Holland’s staff, meet with Rouge Park farmers, and purchase a
laptop for presentations. It will be used a lot!

¢ Feb. ? — Pickering Council votes to approve the inclusion of a ballot question regarding an airport
and opens an appeal period.

¢ February — August — A whirlwind of high school presentations and attendance at, or participation in,
meetings and events: Durham Culinary Assoc., Markham Foodbelt, Environmental Stewardship
Pickering, Climate Change Forum Ajax, the Whitevale Festival...

¢ Feb. 19 — Gerd and Gabrielle are interviewed by Global News regarding the ballot question.

® Mar. 16 — Meeting at Whitevale to discuss proposals for a national park. Among those in atten-
dance: Patricia Short-Gallé from TC, Jim Robb of Friends of the Rouge Watershed, representatives
of Whitevale, Green Durham Association (formerly Green Door Alliance and Durham Conservation).

e Apr. 19 — Land Over Landings appeals the decision to have an airport question on the ballot. The
reasons: the wording of the question is confusing, no sensible business case for an airport has been
made, and local opposition has been obvious, so why put such a question to the general public? Our
Vice-chair’s advice: “This is one can of worms you don’t want to open.” Council approves the
repeal and the airport question is removed.

May 10 — Ottawa confirms what has been widely suspected: the GTAA’s Needs Assessment Study
report has been in Transport Canada’s hands since March. It will be released, the public is told, only
after a “due diligence review” by TC. Pro-airport Regional Chair Roger Anderson, believing he knows
the report’s conclusions, vows to “market the hell out of it.”

e May 18 — Concerns are raised with Transport Canada about the dumping of soil (upwards of 100
truckloads, most days) on former Pickering Clir Rick Johnson’s leased property on the Lands.
Johnson claims he has farmed all his life and hopes that the topsoil will make the land workable. (It
doesn’t.)

¢ Jun. 15 — LOL member Peter Rodrigues attends the GTAA’s AGM and reports hearing that TC is
indeed reviewing the needs assessment report. Meanwhile, some houses on the Lands are being
re-tenanted and leased for commercial uses.

July — Federal Opposition Leader Michael Ignatieff visits Ajax-Pickering Board of Trade (APBOT) and
publicly states that the Liberal Party of Canada is opposed to an airport on these agricultural lands.
Along with MPs Mark Holland and Dan McTeague, he joins APBOT in calling on the federal govern-
ment to release the findings of the needs assessment study.

August — What Transport Canada releases instead is a list of 42 vacant structures, many of signifi-
cant heritage value but now slated for demolition. Before a formal attempt can be mounted to save
the houses, two of them burn down in suspicious circumstances.



e Aug. 20 — Mark Holland writes to new Transport Minister Chuck Strahl (PC), querying TC’s decision
to grant permission to a tenant to truck in unspecified amounts of unmonitored earth to the prop-
erty he leases on Brock Road. Holland has received hundreds of communications from constituents
concerned by the negative impact this untracked dumping will have on the environment.

He requests documentation on the matter that can be shared with his constituents. In the end, the
dumping is stopped by Transport Canada. The topsoil already transferred fails to improve the field’s
fertility.

e Sept. 19 — Resident artist Heather Rigby’s Dinner Plate Project is completed and photographed from

the air. The image will be much used on placemats, cards, and fliers, and in news articles.

e Sept. 21 — Mary and Gerd attend a luncheon for Michael Ignatieff, who again makes his position
clear: there is “no business case for an airport.”

e Oct. 25 — Peter Rodrigues is elected regional councillor for Ward 3, which includes the Lands.

¢ Oct. 27 — Derek Sifton, owner of Buttonville Municipal Airport, a busy general-aviation airport in
Markham, announces its closure in five years’ time. The news spurs immediate claims in certain
guarters, and not least from Sifton himself, that Ottawa will now have to build Pickering to replace
Buttonville. Pickering, says Sifton, would be his “first choice” for the operation’s new home.

¢ November - LOL members attend an Ontario Farmland Trust workshop, give presentations at more
high schools, meet with the Durham Food Policy Council...

e December — Transport Minister Chuck Strahl responds to a July letter from Ignatieff, Holland, and
McTeague, telling them that the government’s intent is to eventually clear the Lands of all buildings.

e Dec. 31 — New Year’s Eve Dance.

2011

¢ January — The City of Pickering asks Transport Canada not to demolish seven potential heritage
structures and requests that Ottawa fund the cost of heritage research and reinstate the abandoned
heritage steering committee of which Pickering, Markham, and Ottawa had been members.

e Jan. 12 — LOL meets with candidate Chris Alexander at the McGregors’ house in Brougham.
e Jan. 17 — Prior to a Pickering Council meeting, LOL holds a rally protesting the demolitions.
¢ Jan. 18 — A petition opposing the demolitions is opened on MP Mark Holland’s website.

* Feb. 10 — Transport Minister Strahl gives the seven potential heritage houses a reprieve but refuses
to fund research or upkeep, calling this a municipal responsibility — even though Ottawa has been
owner and landlord of these houses for 39 years. The steering committee is not reconvened.
Instead, TC issues a list of 60 more structures to be demolished.

¢ February, March — LOL participates in the Claremont Winter Carnival (and wins a $50 prize for most
humorous float?!) and staffs a booth on Heritage Day at Pickering Town Centre; we also attend a
public meeting at Brougham to review Pickering’s Official Plan.

® Apr. 18 — In the run-up to a federal election, an e-mail alert from a construction data service tem-
porarily raises fears as it specifies details (“two 3,000-metre long east/west runways and a shorter
cross-wind runway” to handle some “10,000,000 passengers” at a cost of “around $2 billion”). The



alert is roundly criticized by incumbent MP Mark Holland and dismissed by Conservative candidate
Chris Alexander: “the Pickering airport remains strictly a proposal.” He also stated: “l am absolutely
opposed to the construction of an airport.”

May 2 — The federal election brings a change of government. Chris Alexander is our new MP.

May 17 — Mark Holland vows to continue fighting on our behalf. Pickering Green Festival is
disbanding and reports that the organization’s funds will be donated to Land Over Landings.

The pride and joy of Brougham, the City, and the Region — Durham Sustain Ability, founded by
Jack McGinnis, world-renowned father of Blue Box recycling — is forced to vacate Brougham’s
Commercial House after draconian changes to the rental agreement. Brougham’s coffee shop
closes. But the City of Pickering leases the showpiece Bentley-Gibson House for Parks and Recre-
ation offices — welcome news within the much-diminished community.

Jul. 11 — Transport Canada finally releases the GTAA’s Needs Assessment Study: Pickering Lands
report, sparking a flurry of interviews and significant media coverage. The report states that the
Pickering Lands should be retained for a future airport that would be needed “most likely” between
2027 and 2037, but maybe as late as 2041 — or later. “If and when required” is the summation. The
assessment produces no business case.

Ottawa’s new mantra for the Lands is now this: the government is seeking a “balanced” solution
that must combine “job creation, economic activity and environmental stewardship.” Land Over
Landings, Green Durham Association, and other groups argue that, unlike an airport, intensive food
production under a Land Trust would meet all three of the criteria. According to Ottawa, Transport
Canada will now “work on a land use and management plan for the 7,530 hectares.”

Land Over Landings members Pat Valentine and Jim Miller, with input from Greenwood resident
John Wager, begin to draft a detailed response to the Needs Assessment Study. Meanwhile,
various local politicians (the usual suspects) claim, without evidence, that the report provides a
resolution to the situation.

Jul. 19 — The news of the report’s release brings many new faces to our next meeting. Our Chair
notes that we’ve been “in limbo for 6 years, now we’re ready.” Attendees sign up to participate in
various work groups.

Aug. 17 — We take MP Chris Alexander on a “wall-to-wall” tour of the Lands; he is shocked by the
state of the area — “like a war zone, as if there had been a war and nothing had been done since” —
and stunned by the size and emptiness of the site.

Sept. 12 — Finance Minister Jim Flaherty, addressing Ajax-Pickering’s Board of Trade, says: “This is
about economic development in Durham Region ... It’s our turn to grow ... To do that, we need
highways ... we need to improve our airport facilities.”

Sept. 16 — Transport Minister Denis Lebel responds to a Pickering Council request that the City be
allowed to investigate and perhaps implement “a limited program to assist with the private acquisi-
tion of heritage structures for [removal] to private lands.” TC is willing to consider this, as long as
the lessee is the City and the City negotiates with private parties independently of Transport
Canada. Lebel also makes clear that demolitions will still occur with regard to any structures in
Brougham that are “vacant, dilapidated,” and points out (as if Transport Canada had played no role
in this) that “vacant structures ... pose a very real threat to the health and safety of the pubilic,
including first responders.” Pickering is given until September 30 to decide on any leases.



¢ Sept. 26 — Peter Rodrigues and Gabrielle meet with the CEO of Hamilton International Airport,
to sound him out on the Pickering airport issue. He has no interest in getting involved but does
concede that building Pickering would not help Hamilton.

¢ Oct. 20 — Michael R. and Gord meet with Dan Glass of the UK’s environmentalist protest group,
Plane Stupid.

* Nov. 15 — The City of Pickering says it’s “trying to work with TC to save one or two important
heritage homes.”

* Nov. 20 — MP Chris Alexander hosts a town hall meeting in Claremont. The topic: “Forty Years Later:
How Should the Pickering Lands Be Used?” He reaffirms that he is 100% against an airport. For the
first time, we hear a member of the federal government refer to the situation on the Lands as “a
breach of trust.” The large and passionate audience is virtually unanimous in demanding that the
site be preserved for agricultural use and as a natural heritage area.

¢ Dec. 12 — Dying for an Airport is published by Pat Valentine. A condensed history of the expropria-
tion also documents, in words and photos, the deterioration of the Lands and everything on them.
The limited edition will be used as an advocacy tool and a fundraiser for Land Over Landings.

¢ Dec. 23 - From the Toronto Star: “Plans for the land remain vague, but a footprint for the airport
is expected to be completed by next spring, according to Paula Fairfax, a Transport Canada
spokesperson.” And the demolitions continue...

¢ Dec. 31 — New Year’s Eve Dance.

Marking 40 Years of Protest

2012

¢ Jan. 17 — 30 copies of Dying for an Airport have been sold. The City of Pickering reports it will be
renting 10 or 11 houses from TC “for 6 months.”

¢ Jan. 31 — We formalize LOL’s overall goal: “To secure the preservation, in perpetuity, of the federally
owned lands in Pickering, Markham, and Uxbridge, as food-producing farmland and unspoiled
natural heritage for the health and long-term economic benefit of the Greater Toronto region.”

¢ Feb. 13 — A number of LOL members contribute to a video by Peter Shatalow, each of us, in our own
short clip, giving reasons why we think the Pickering Lands should be saved. The result will be
posted on YouTube.

¢ Mar. 2, 3 - On Mar. 2, we mark the 40th anniversary of the airport announcement; then on Mar. 3,
we celebrate the 40th anniversary of POP. Both of these “Open House” events are held at the
Brougham Hall. On the second day, speakers Charles Godfrey, Bill Lishman, Bob Almack, Anne
Howes (of Last Stand fame), Mike “the Kite” Robertson, Charles Neville, Tommy Thompson, Brett
Davies, and others address the crowd from the head table after a raucous demonstration outside
the old GTAA site office (the Bentley-Gibson House). More than 170 attendees sign the “l was here”
poster.

¢ Mar. 20 — Our response to the Needs Assessment Study report is presented at today’s LOL
executive meeting. We have uncovered many serious flaws and failings in it. Meanwhile, correspon-



dence is ongoing with City staff regarding the status of heritage houses on the Lands. The limited-
edition run of Dying for an Airport has sold out.

April — We post on our website our detailed “Response to the Needs Assessment Study: Pickering
Lands, Final Report.” Its message in a nutshell: “According to the media and airport proponents, the
study had concluded that an airport would be needed in Pickering by 2027. Not so. Our Response
guotes from the Report’s conclusion (see entry for July 11, 2011, above). We have found that
“...there is no clarity in the Final Report as to when (or even if) the need for a Pickering airport will
arise. The findings were questionable, ambiguous, and contradictory....”

Apr. 17 — We learn that five buildings on the Lands are to be used by the City of Pickering and four
will be removed by private individuals. Lorne Almack updates his Prospectus to include a reference
to the importance of “building a community.”

Jul. 20 — Our Chair, Mary, is interviewed by Channel 12 News.

Oct. 24 — We learn that historic Ever Green Villa/Melody Farm is slated for demolition. The house
had been leased for many years but, in 2000 or so, TC chose to board it up. Three demolition orders
had been successfully fought but the depredations of weather, time, and TC’s policies of deliberate
neglect have finally prevailed.

Oct. 25 — Ten of us cross the “No Trespassing” barriers to have a closer look at the house and to
photograph/document its condition before it’s pulled down. Ransacked by squatters, filthy, weed-
infested and rotting, the handsome home that, when first built, people had travelled miles to see, is
beyond saving.

* Nov. 9 — Ever Green Villa/Melody Manor is demolished. As bulldozers tear the house down, we
demonstrate on Brock Road for the better part of the day to raise public awareness.

Nov. 13 — MP Chris Alexander hosts an informal afternoon public “Conversation” at the Claremont
Community Centre. He agrees with our reading of the Needs Assessment Study report. Says that Jim
Flaherty recently told him he would like to see “an announcement” re the Lands sooner rather than
later, but Chris doesn't foresee one before early next year. He understands that the announcement
would say that a framework has been set up to invite and consider solid proposals from all inter-
ested groups or individuals who have a vision for the Lands, and he advises us to be ready with a
vision (and implies that we should have a solid business case prepared, and powerful backing). He
adds that the arguments of those who want to see a small airport on the Lands would not go down
well with Transport Canada.

Nov. 20 — Pam Veinotte, Superintendent, Rouge National Urban Park, tells us: “There are no plans
to extend the Park onto federal Lands.”

Dec. 18 — Chris Alexander advises: “Expect an announcement from Jim Flaherty very soon.”

Dec. 31 — New Year’s Eve Dance.
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