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“Incompatible Neighbours”

2024

¢ Jan. — While Transport Canada proceeds with its latest airport needs study, we finalize a tightly
focussed report, “Incompatible Neighbours,” which explains in depth how the rules and
regulations governing the ecological integrity of a national park conflict in every way with those
governing airport safety. In an all-or-nothing face-off such as this, there can be only one winner,
while the loser loses all. We urge the federal government to make the right decision.

Fighting for Brougham Hall / A Shared Vision

¢ Jan. 22 — Brougham Hall remains closed since the first COVID-19 shutdown in March 2020. Pickering
claims that the reason is mould (not surprising, in a long-shut-up building) and that a Facilities
Renewal Study report is on Council’s agenda for endorsement. The report is dismissive of the oldest
community centres in north Pickering, characterizing them as “repurposed” buildings dating back
to “the 19th century, or are at least 100 years old.” The centres are described as having “generally
low and intermittent use. They are also all in need of major capital investment in order to renew
and maintain, estimated to total over $5 million in capital costs over the next ten years.”
The report recommends consolidation in new facilities and “the potential closure and disposal of
aging assets.” Their historical value is ignored. As are the needs and preferences of local and rural
residents, who prize these storied buildings.

Brougham Hall’s owner, Transport Canada, tells us that the leaseholder, the City of Pickering,

can’t undertake major alterations without TC’s involvement and approval. Also, that TC has no
intention of demolishing the building, despite Pickering’s expressed concern that it might. We learn
that the City had once considered moving the Hall to the Heritage Museum Village but had
abandoned the idea upon learning that the City would have to do so at its own expense. TC has not
inspected the property since 2019, water quality aside, as upkeep is the leaseholder’s responsibility.

¢ Jan. 23 — “Incompatible Neighbours” goes out to federal Cabinet ministers Pablo Rodriguez
(Transport Canada) and Stephen Guilbeault (Environment and Climate Change), ten other MPs,
Toronto’s Waterfront Regeneration Trust, and other organizations.

¢ From The Canadian Press: The CEO of Flair Airlines announces that he is “effectively suspending the
budget airline’s expansion plans for at least a year” while the company deals with aircraft delivery
delays and big debts. “This is a tough industry.”

¢ Feb. 1 — We meet with ClIr Brenner at City Hall to brief him and be briefed by him on various topics,
including the success of Common Ground Garden.

® Feb. 2 — From Reuters: The world’s two largest aircraft lessors, AerCap and Avolon, say that
governments will need to invest huge sums of taxpayers’ money if they want jet fleets to



fly mainly on greener fuel in the future. Ireland’s Environment Minister sees things differently,
stating that SAF production “will have to be largely funded by the private sector and that aviation is
not going to get an ‘opt-out’ of its emission obligations.”

¢ We begin drawing up initial specifications for a new project: the creation of the first customized,
detailed maps of the Pickering Lands and their surroundings.

¢ Feb. 20 - We meet with MP Helena Jaczek at her request after her receipt of “Incompatible
Neighbours.” She suggests ways to proceed with our initiative and offers to make interventions.

* Feb. 23 — We meet with the staff of Transport Canada’s Pickering site office to discuss the status of
TC's latest airport-needs study, the status of Brougham Hall, and leases on the Lands. We learn that
the principal consultant for the needs assessment has finished developing the scope of work for the
actual study, which will include the whole of southern Ontario, as usual, not just Pickering. The RFP
for phase 2 has yet to be posted but may appear in March. The next consultant will report directly
to the minister and will also be looking at population growth in the area east of Toronto. Re
Brougham Hall, we learn that the lease requires the City to return the Hall to TC in “first-class order”
and that a penalty clause would bill Pickering for 150% of the cost of any repairs that TC might have
to undertake. Re agricultural leases, TC is willing to consider small changes to existing leases on the
Lands to allow young and new farmers to share land (and wells) with current tenants.

¢ Feb. 27 — We mourn the unexpected loss of our dear friend and supporter-from-the-start, Peter
Rodrigues — a huge shock to us and so many others. An honest, caring man without guile, who we
always knew we could depend on and trust.

* Mar. 22 — We meet at Thistle Ha’ with Amy Cheng, current Agricultural Coordinator for RNUP —an
introductory session to explore the possibility of working together for the future of the Park.

¢ Mar. 27 — Lexi and local historian John Sabean make a case, before the Heritage Pickering Advisory
Committee (HPAC), for saving and reopening Brougham Hall. The Committee is convinced and
prepares a motion to go before Council in June. The motion is soon stalled for procedural reasons.
According to Pickering’s CAQ, it won’t be considered until the fall.

¢ Apr. 8 — From the Daily Sabah website: “Istanbul hub to become 1st airport powered entirely by
solar energy.” Some 212 million euros ($229.74 million) are to be spent on the project; the 439,000
solar panels will cover about 3 million square meters of land in the central province of Eskisehir.

¢ Apr. 9 — New stats show that Pearson returned to its historical air passenger trendline last year.
However, the data also show that the airport’s defining capacity measure — aircraft movements —
remains well below its historical trendline.

¢ Apr. 12 — The GTAA announces a multi-billion-dollar investment in Pearson International over ten
years. In a press release, the GTAA reports that “Pearson saw 45 million passengers in 2023 and is
expected to see about 65 million annually by the early 2030s,” and that the program will involve
“the modernization of existing airport assets, including high-speed taxi lanes, a modernized airfield
electric lighting and control system, and interim terminal facilities” plus “investments in power
generation to help the airport achieve net-zero targets.”

e Apr. 14 — TC's site office advises us that staff met with the City on April 5 regarding the future of
Brougham Hall and let the City know that TC will be undertaking its own “due diligence assessment
of the asset for both deficiencies and mould.”



e Apr. 25 — Through an FOI request, we gain access to three 2019 reports to the City of Pickering on
Brougham Hall’s condition. Basically, they say (a) that there is no asbestos problem; (b) that a hint
(one spore) of potentially dangerous mould was found, and (c) the structure is sound but the build-
ing was given a “fair” rating for its need for exterior repainting, new eavestroughs and downspouts,
and unspecified window repairs. None of these issues comes close to making the Hall unfit for use
but Pickering still says otherwise, claiming that repairs would involve a $100,000 expenditure.

e May 16 — We have a long, in-person meeting with our MP, Jennifer O’Connell, to catch upon a
range of matters, and to discuss strategy.

¢ Jun. 6 — We obtain a memo sent by Pickering’s Director of City Development to the City’s CAO,
providing weak reasons for why Brougham Hall cannot be reopened, the massive cost being one of
them. The reasons don’t tally with the findings of the 2019 assessment reports.

¢ Jun. 11 - Stay Grounded reports findings that 1% of the world’s population is responsible for 50% of
aviation emissions, while 80% of the population has never even set foot in a plane. Food for thought.

Jun. 13 — Through a second FOI request to the City, we obtain more documents on the condition of
Brougham Hall. Redactions prevent us from seeing all the findings and recommendations. However,
the documents do confirm that TC has been renting the Hall to the City of Pickering for more than
20 years and that the current rental rate is the princely sum of $11.61 (+HST)/year. Also, that the
City accepted “operation maintenance and upkeep obligations of the building as a condition of the
Lease.” Clearly, Pickering has not held up its end of the bargain, as TC recently had to act “to protect
and enhance the building” by installing “a new metal roof ... in March 2019, at considerable cost.”

With the cartographer selected, the specifications finally settled, and the cost approved, we
formally launch the project to map the Federal Pickering Lands and their surroundings — five maps
in all, each one zeroing in on a particular feature or aspect of the history.

Jun. 17— From the Express website: King Salman International Airport, in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, is
scheduled to open as an “aerotropolis” in 2030. It will be the world’s largest airport, spanning more
than 22 sqg. miles, with 6 runways and 4 sg. miles of duty-free shopping for an anticipated 120
million passengers, a number that is expected to grow to 185 million by 2050 “as part of the drive to
increase tourism in the area.” [Climate denial on steroids. Isn’t 2050 the year in which the world
must reach net zero CO, emissions in order for us to have a future we can live in?!]

Jun. 19 — Our 2024 AGM is held in the Claremont United Church Hall, as Brougham Hall remains
shut. There’s a good turnout on a hot and stormy evening. Our Chair delivers the annual report and
our guest speaker, Carey Yeoman, partnership manager at The Barrett Centre of Innovation

in Sustainable Urban Agriculture, at Durham College, is inspiring.

Jun. 24 — Rumour: the suggestion (on a very small scale) in Ottawa that attacking the affordable
housing crisis could involve putting housing on the remaining Federal Lands. There are so many
reasons why this is a staggeringly bad idea but we aren’t surprised that it has surfaced. We're also
alerted to an initiative by the Waterfront Regeneration Trust, who have written to the Prime
Minister and ministers Guilbeault and Rodriguez re the need to transfer the Pickering Federal Lands
to RNUP, under Parks Canada’s stewardship. While we agree with the ask, we’re concerned that we
weren’t consulted. We contact David Crombie, a member of the board, and ask for a briefing.

e Jul. 2 — Senator Rob Black’s new report, Critical Ground: Why Soil is Essential to Canada’s Economic,
Environmental, Human, and Social Health, makes it clear why the Federal Lands need protection.



¢ Jul. 3 — We participate in a Zoom meeting with WRT and others. They are working under a number
of misconceptions with regard to the Lands, but their goal is the same as ours. They want to draft a
plan, hire an urban planner (Ken Greenberg) to help do it, and seek consensus from a broad range
of supporting organizations. We agree to participate, as this is our issue.

¢ Jul. 15 — The Greenbelt Foundation hosts a meeting of supporters of the “put it in the Park”
concept, and most attendees (16 were there, including three members of LOL’s executive) agree
that the initiative should proceed.

¢ Jul. 23 — We take Ken Greenberg on a tour of the Lands, starting with Brougham. We then visit CGG,
drive into the middle of the Lands, into the Park, and back to the Untermann house for coffee and
discussion; on the way to the Markham GO station, Ken is shown Seaton and is profoundly shocked
by the way the “live/work/play” concept has been degraded. This will be the first of several meet-
ings and transactions with Ken in the coming weeks.

¢ Aug. 1 - From the Globe and Mail: “As the world warms, Canadian agriculture can be a global
strategic asset.”

* Aug. 6 — Upcoming meetings with MPs to discuss the recommendations of “Incompatible Neigh-
bours” call for an updated handout. We produce “Expand Rouge National Urban Park by Adding All
of the Federal Pickering Lands.” Rather a mouthful but it gets the full “ask” into the title.

¢ Aug. 7 — From the Globe and Mail: “After years of derailing proposals, Air Canada is finally on board
with high-frequency rail,” apparently having decided to follow the lead of European airlines, “which
have developed close partnerships with railways to funnel customers to each other.”

¢ From the Fast Company website: “Toronto is turning an old airport into a sprawling new neighbor-
hood. The city’s Downsview Airport is set to become the largest urban redevelopment project in
North America.”

¢ Aug. 12 — We meet with MP Tony Van Bynen (Aurora—Newmarket).

¢ Aug. 15 — From the Freightwaves website: “Westlet shuts down fledgling freighter network ...
a tacit acknowledgement ... that it can’t compete in the challenging Canadian cargo market.”

¢ From the DW news website: “Germany: Climate activists block four airports: Cologne/Bonn airport
announced it was suspending flights after an ‘unauthorized intrusion.” Protesters said they were
also targeting air hubs in Stuttgart, Nuremberg, and Berlin.”

¢ Aug. 21 —Krista Long (NFU-O) advises that they are busy advocating for protection of the Lands, and
shares with us their “Pickering Airport Lands Vision,” which sees the Lands moved into RNUP.

¢ Aug. 22 — We meet with Perry Papadatos and staff at TC's Pickering Lands site office to discuss the
current state of affairs, including the condition, status, and future of Brougham Hall.

¢ Aug. 23 — We meet with MP Ryan Turnbull (Whitby).

¢ Aug. 27 — We meet with MP Leah Taylor Roy (Aurora—Oak Ridges—Richmond Hill and member of the
Standing Committee on Agriculture and Agri-Food).

¢ Aug. 28 — From PHYS.ORG: “Sustainable agricultural systems reduce greenhouse gas emissions,
researchers confirm.”

¢ Aug. 29 — We conduct a tour of the Lands for Senator Black (see July 2 entry) and Liberal MP Tim
Louis (Kitchener—Conestoga and Member of the Standing Committee on Agriculture and Agri-Food).



They are both emphatic that the Class 1 soil of the Lands be protected within RNUP, and they assure
us they will make this case back in Ottawa.

e Sep. 13 — Senator Black and MP Louis are as good as their word. In their letter to six Cabinet
ministers, they vow “to support any initiatives that will protect this valuable national resource.”

“This action would present a perfect opportunity for the federal government to demonstrate its commitment to
this vital issue. Transferring the lands will provide an opportunity to preserve prime farmland, support future
farmers, unlock a range of economic opportunities including agri-tourism, and have significant ecological and
environmental benefits.

We urge you to consider the immediate and long-term benefits of transferring the Pickering (airport)
Lands to Parks Canada. This action would align with the federal government’s commitment to climate change
mitigation, food security, and rural economic development, while also serving as a legacy for future generations
of Canadians.”

* Sep. 17 — We receive from WRT a digital draft of the 126-page A Shared Vision document developed
by Ken Greenberg and associates, and begin an in-depth review.

¢ Sep. 18 — In the news: Transport Minister Pablo Rodriguez will be leaving Cabinet. MP Anita Anand
will take over as interim Minister of Transport.

¢ We receive an updated version of A Shared Vision, incorporating some early comments from
recipients and with a new executive summary. Two of us take on the task of doing a close read,
flagging errors and omissions; we start to draft our findings.

Sep. 23 — In a Zoom meeting with Marlaine Koehler of WRT and Ken Greenberg, we go over the
issues we uncovered and why we’re recommending changes. It’s a positive meeting.

Sep. 25 — NFU-O report: They have had seven meetings with MPs, senators, ministers, or policy staff
of ministers regarding the Pickering Lands, and feel they have some allies. But the sense is that
Transport Canada will decide nothing prior to receipt of the final report on the assessment of need
for an airport over the next 30 or so years.

Sep. 27 — Our revisions/corrections are incorporated into A Shared Vision. But we ask to be listed
as contributors rather than endorsers. While we fully back the recommended revival and slight
enlargement of Brougham, we cannot endorse the creation of a new hamlet on the Lands, even
though the document never suggests where it might be situated. WRT accepts our request.

® Oct. 3 — We receive the final version of A Shared Vision with all changes made. The new-hamlet-
with-no-place-to-go is still a feature, although it gets no mention in the executive summary. Our
head of research, Jim Miller, points out that it’s unlikely that any new hamlet has been developed in
Ontario in generations, as the rural population has continued to dwindle, not grow. The new-hamlet
idea seems illogical and unacceptable to us. However, it’s not our document, so it stays.

Oct. 12 — At the three-day Sustainable Aviation Futures North America conference in Houston,
Texas, Darrin Qualman (NFU Director of Climate Crisis Policy and Action) questions the SAF
premise, pointing out that the massive scale of the plan, “removing billions of tonnes of biomass
from the world’s farmlands, will slow soil carbon sequestration and create soil health risks. Growing
and removing that biomass also creates the need for increased quantities of nitrogen fertilizer,
which will increase on-farm greenhouse gas emissions. Energy crops will require many millions of
acres to produce and will compete with food crops and drive up grocery store prices.” He calls the
scale of the SAF megaproject staggering. “There simply isn’t enough farmland, biomass, soil, water,



or productive capacity to supply SAF feedstocks in the quantities proposed. To try to do so risks
triple failure: failing to actually decarbonize aviation, failing to ensure food security, and failing to
safeguard our farmland and our besieged biosphere.”

Oct. 12 — We meet with Mark Holland (MP for Ajax, Minister of Health), who confirms he is still
firmly opposed to an airport. Would certainly like to see the situation resolved for the public good.
The community needs to have a say. He reacted positively to the plan we’re promoting.

Oct. 13 — From DurhamRegion.com: Regional Chair John Henry, despite his draft Official Plan (now
rubber-stamped by the Province) that directs the Region to pursue approval of an international
airport on the Federal Lands, now writes that “Durham is one of the largest agricultural regions in
the Greater Golden Horseshoe. We’re proud of our 1,200 local farms, their 100-plus different prod-
ucts, and the $354 million they inject into Ontario’s total farm production. [...] Once you have expe-
rienced it, there’s nothing like enjoying fresh food from the farm or taking part in other on-site
activities. [...] Agriculture is one of our region’s strongest economic drivers. And the Region wants to
ensure it remains strong.” We could suggest many good ways to get there; if only he would listen!

Nov. 11 — We meet via Zoom with Friends of the Rouge Watershed (Neera Shukla, Jim Robb, Kevin
O’Connor) to bring each other up to date on recent activities.

Nov. 16 — At the Black Walnut Day Use Area (Mongolia), Minister Gary Anandasangaree announces
two land transfers from the TRCA to RNUP. We were invitees. The City of Pickering, however, is not
represented even though the land in question is in Pickering. The transfer constitutes two separate
parcels in the Petticoat Creek and Duffins Creek watersheds in the Duffins Rouge Agricultural Pre-
serve, amounting to 119 hectares in all. Interestingly, the parcels are not contiguous with RNUP’s
boundaries. Clearly, at some level of Park management, there is interest in expanding RNUP’s
boundaries. In addition, $949,940 have been allocated by Ottawa, allowing the TRCA to collaborate
with Parks Canada and Indigenous partners on restoration work in RNUP.

At the same event, Lexi apprises Jonathan Arnold, Ontario Executive Director at Parks Canada, of
the fact that Durham Region’s recent tourism strategic plan made no mention whatever of the
national park. He was as shocked as we were.

Most intriguing to us: the map used at the announcement showed the two land transfers plus the
“Major Creek to West Duffins Creek” area and the remaining Federal Lands — all in roughly the same
colour. Read into this what you will. (We did, of course!)

Nov. 19 — From the Hamilton Spectator: “Passenger numbers nosedive at Hamilton’s airport amid
discount airline woes.” Cargo traffic is healthy but passenger numbers are way down, attributed to
“discount airline contraction, inflation, labour action and pilot and crew shortages.” The airport’s
director says: “Regional airports are feeling a lot of pain across Canada.”

Nov. 20 — The maps are done, and they certainly tell a story! We present them at our exec. meeting
and Jim will present them to the GDA board on Nov. 25.

Nov. 21 — Pickering gets a new Senior Heritage Planner, Matt Somerville, whose background, skill
set, and related interests give us hope for the future of Brougham Hall.

Nov. 27 — A presentation set of our new maps is turned over to Jennifer O’Connell’s office.

Nov. 28 — From the BBC: “Will flights really reach net zero by 2050 — and at what cost to passen-
gers?” From the article: “one passenger taking an economy-class flight from London to New York
generates 309kg of carbon dioxide, which would take roughly a year to absorb via 10 mature trees.



Multiply this on the global scale and the aviation industry would need to plant roughly 100 billion
mature trees each year to offset its emissions. For UK emissions alone you’d need a forest almost
the size of Wales.” [...] Sir Dieter Helm, professor of economic policy at Oxford, argues, with regard
to Sustainable Aviation Fuel that there “definitely would be higher cost” and that “It’s very hard, to
think there is such a thing as a sustainable aviation fuel [...] you can use elements of biofuel and
chip fat and so on. Think about the scale that’s required to do it.”

* Nov. — (otherwise undated) NFU publishes an extensive, well-sourced, and hard-hitting report:
Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF): A Critical Analysis, with a Focus on Agriculture, Land, and Food.

Dec. 7 — In the Globe and Mail: “Canada’s pilots and air traffic controllers call for review to improve
aviation system.” What they want and need: not a Pickering airport (not even mentioned) but more
investment in training for aviation jobs, restoration of air service at remote and rural locations,
dealing with staff shortages, and an end to the current profit-first approach.

¢ Dec. 10 — From the Vancouver Sun: “Burnaby oil refinery produces Canada’s first test run of low-
carbon jet fuel: Parkland has experimented with refining non-petroleum oils in the past, and this
run saw their Burnaby facility produce 101,000 litres of jet fuel from mostly canola oil and animal
tallow.” The amount produced was equivalent to the fuel capacity of “almost four new Boeing 737
planes.” Well, it’s a start....

¢ We meet again with FRW and GDA. Concerning is FRW’s unswerving misconceptions regarding
current farm practices and the restoration of soil fertility and productivity.

Dec. 11 — From Reuters: At an IATA media day in Geneva, the organization’s director general, Willie
Walsh, admits, with regard to sustainable aviation fuel, that: “We’re not making as much progress
as we’d hoped for and we’re certainly not making as much progress as we need.”

* Dec. 15 — A perusal of IATA’s website reveals a yawning gap between the aviation body’s aspirations
and the real world. They continue to assume, and work towards, significant growth in air-passenger
travel in the coming decades despite their commitment to “fly net zero by 2050.”

Aviation will be depending (19%) on offsets [generally found to be ineffectual at best, fraudu-
lent at worst] and carbon capture [to date, a process in its infancy with no track record in terms of
significant volume] plus (65%) Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF). In 2024, “SAF production will reach
1.250 billion liters, doubling the amounts produced in 2023...,” says IATA. This sounds impressive
but represents only 0.3% of global jet fuel use. 0.3%! There are references to roadmaps, policies,
incentives, and “best practice concerning sustainability standards, accounting procedures, logistics,
communication, effective policy and business case development.” But the feedstock sources
referred to (used cooking oils, municipal waste, forestry residue, non-food crops from marginal
land, and so on) get no informed discussion and there are no proofs of guaranteed sustainability.
Perhaps the sector prefers to hear no evil and simply hopes that something will turn up.

Dec. 19 — Pickering’s CAO advises us that a number of repairs have been completed in Brougham
Hall. Next up: a “fulsome” cleaning, then an air quality test. The lease arrangement discussions are
ongoing with TC, after which a recommendation will be put before Council. Then a meeting with us
will be arranged to update us, in “early Q1 2025.”

¢ We end the year with a lovely potluck supper at Thistle Ha’ against a backdrop of concerns for 2025,
not least the potential for political instability or unwelcome change in Ottawa.

Revised 14 August 2025



