Why Prime Farmland Needs Urgent Protection

Without prime agricultural soil, farms are far less productive, so less profitable and far more
likely to fail. Yet farming — the source of most of the food we eat — is too often wrongly deemed
a lesser sector, meaning that the land farmers need winds up being permanently lost to
warehouses, data centres, subdivisions, shopping malls, office blocks, industrial works, and
more — all of which are important, but far less important to our present and future than farming
because not one of those sectors produces food.

The Ontario Federation of Agriculture reports that our province is losing 319 acres of farmland
daily. This is frightening. Zac Cohoon, winner of Ontario’s 2017 Innovative Farmer of the Year
award, is just one of countless farmers trying to get the message across that farmland

is foundational to civilization. That without farmland (and farmers), we would still be huddling in
primitive shelters, hoping to catch something to eat. It’s a fundamental truth. It’s one that
politicians and planners should internalize and use as a guiding principle when making land-use
decisions that will affect our future in significant, irrevocable ways.

One of those significant decisions will likely be made this year, as the future of the Pickering
Federal Lands is determined. Some 8,700 acres of prime farmland, adjacent to Canada’s largest
population base, are at grave risk of being harmed or destroyed if our federal government
chooses to release even some of the land for non-agricultural purposes.

If our country is to grow and remain strong, we must ensure that our fundamental needs are
met — food security being one of the most fundamental needs of all. And from that position of
strength we can to continue to nourish those beyond our borders as well. Canada has been
among the world’s most reliable providers of food staples for generations, but that impressive
record won’t be sustained if we fail to protect the land our farming requires.

Bottom line: Constant farmland loss isn’t inevitable. It can be stopped. Not a single human

activity, aside from farming, requires prime agricultural soil. Not a single business venture,

residential plan, or commercial or industrial operation, aside from farming, needs Class 1 soil.
But farmers do.

“Agriculture should be planned into and not out of communities.”

Dean Orr, farmer, King City, Ontario,
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