
Guide to the Online Transport Canada Questionnaire – Public 

Consultation on the future uses of the Pickering Lands 

 

Comment: Survey is anonymous. All personal information created, held or collected by 

Transport Canada is kept confidential, and it is protected by the Privacy Act. 
 

http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/p-21/


 
Comments: 
#3: Transfer ALL of the Pickering Lands to the Rouge National Urban Park. 
 
 #4: The red asterisk means one option must be selected before proceeding to the next 
page. Selecting the mixed-use option is consistent with #3; ALL of the Pickering Lands 
and its many attributes, including farmland, natural habitat, watersheds, infrastructure 
and settlement areas must be transferred to the Rouge National Urban Park. Selecting 
the single-use option forces you to choose just one use in #5 for the Lands, an 
unrealistic choice given that many land uses are essential for a thriving rural community. 
For example, just choosing Expanding Rouge National Urban Park doesn’t indicate how 
much; choosing Agriculture means that using natural heritage and watershed areas of 
the Lands for Other conservation don’t matter to you. 

 



 
 
Comments: 
#5: Rank uses that matter to you, such as Expanding Rouge National Urban Park, 
Agriculture, Other conservation, Other public parks and spaces, as your top 4 priorities, 
in any order. Rank categories such as Commercial, Industrial, Residential, 
Transportation, and Other uses at the bottom since they mean large urban expansion 
on prime farmland and natural habitat. 
 
#6: Explain your top-priority choices. 
 
#7: Neither Parks Canada nor Transport Canada has clearly explained what “lands with 
high conservation value” means. Is it just natural habitat and watersheds? Greenbelt? 
Conserving Canada’s richest farmland? We believe that ALL of the Pickering Lands and 
its many existing attributes, including farmland, natural habitat, watersheds, 
infrastructure, and settlement areas, are essential elements in our rural community that 
must be protected and transferred to the Rouge National Urban Park. 

 



 
Comment: 
#8: When the federal government decides on future uses of the Lands, rank what you 
think are the most important factors it must consider. Rank priorities such as Agricultural 
value, Tourism, Conservation, Indigenous reconciliation, and Recreational opportunities 
as your top 5 priorities, in any order. Rank categories such as Economic opportunities 
and job creation, Availability of housing, Transportation and connectivity, and Other 
factors at the bottom, since, in the federal government’s view, these factors mean big 
urban expansion projects destroying large tracts of prime farmland and natural habitat. 
 

 



 
Comment: 
#9: By transferring ALL of the Pickering Lands to the Rouge National Urban Park, all the 
current diversity of the Lands is permanently protected, including farmland, natural 
habitat, watersheds, infrastructure and settlement areas. These are the critical factors in 
providing the foundation for economic growth and jobs from more diversified and 
sustainable agriculture and agri-/eco-tourism – enhancing Rouge National Urban Park 
tourism – and a return to prosperity in the local community. These high-priority factors 
enable young/new farmers to obtain long-term leases and start a career in agriculture 
on the Lands. More diversified agriculture provides local, fresh foods to the GTA, and 
supports the development of local farm markets and restaurants. 
 
#10: Economic growth that occurs after transferring ALL of the Pickering Lands to the 
Rouge National Urban Park means more people will work and want to live on the Lands. 
Given that an estimated 80% of infrastructure has been destroyed since expropriation, 
there is brownfield space to build affordable housing and small business buildings in 
Brougham, which currently has 23 unoccupied parcels. Recently consolidated parcels 
can be subdivided for more structures, because in 1973, Brougham had 110 occupied 
building lots, with another 43 building lots planned for future single-family housing in the 
southeast quadrant of the village. Existing farmyards can be used to rebuild farm 
buildings, including farmhouses for local farmers needing a place to live. Where 
permitted, new houses can be added to existing farmyards to house additional local 
farmers. No development in natural habitat and prime farmland areas will be permitted. 


