Timeline: 2025-2026

Pickering Airport Project Abandoned by Ottawa! / The Work to Protect the Remaining Lands /
The Public Consultation Phase / Post-Consultation, Pre-Decision

Pickering Airport Project Abandoned by Ottawa!

e Early Jan. (n.d.) — The Durham Agricultural Advisory Committee (DAAC) releases its proposed
2025 workplan. It includes providing advice on “protecting and preserving agricultural land
as a first priority” and placing the “Federal Pickering airport lands” at the top of their “Issues of
Interest” list.

e Jan. 27 — The cat is out of the bag, via an early-morning article in the Toronto Star:

“Pickering Lands to be used to expand national park space
as federal government grounds plans for future airport.”

¢ The Pickering Glen venue is packed with those who had fought this airport over five decades —
some, unfailingly, since 1972. The press is there en masse. It’s a highly emotional day for every-
one: tears, excitement, relief, disbelief, caution, worry... Our MP, Jennifer O’Connell, is first to
speak and first to announce that the airport plan has been scuttled. Transport Minister Anita
Anand confirms, in no uncertain terms, that all plans for a Pickering airport have been abandoned
by TC. The roar of relief from the crowd at these two announcements is long and LOUD. Anand
explains that the “vast majority” of these “high conservation value lands” will be transferred to
Parks Canada, and that a formal consultation process, involving First Nations and local stakehold-
ers, will be launched within weeks “to determine the best future uses of the lands.” Disquiet and
confusion set in as other speakers — Environment and Climate Change Minister Steven Guilbeault,
Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs Minister Gary Anandasangaree, Health Minis-
ter Mark Holland — elaborate (a little) on what comes next. They are excited but the messages are
vague. By the end, we aren’t sure whether half the Lands or all the Lands will be going into the
Park, whether we’ve saved all this prime farmland or only some of it. All speakers seem aware
of how sensitive the topic is and how wary the audience. We remind ourselves that there’s no
uncertainty about the first part of the announcement. It’s hard to wrap our minds around it but
the airport fight is over. And we won!

* The news is spread far and wide by the media, many outlets running the article by The Canadian
Press:

— The Canadian Press (CP): “Land long reserved for possible Pickering airport will go to Parks
Canada: minister” by Jordan Omstead

— CBC News: “Plan for Pickering airport dead after more than 50 years of debate,
Ottawa says” (CP)

— Global News: “Decades-long battle to bring airport to Pickering grounded by feds”
by Kevin Neilsen

— CTV News: “Land long reserved for possible Pickering airport will go to Parks Canada:
minister” (CP)

— Globe & Mail: “Land long reserved for possible airport in Pickering, Ont., will go to Parks
Canada, Ottawa says” (CP)



— Toronto Star: “Pickering Lands to be used to expand national park space as federal
government grounds plans for future airport,” by Omar Mosleh;
and “It seemed like an impossible fight: How a small group of determined local residents
battled Ottawa for five decades over the Pickering airport —and won,” by Noor Javed

— National Post: “Land for possible Pickering airport will go to Parks Canada: minister” (CP)

— Toronto Sun: “Land reserved for possible Pickering airport will go to Parks Canada:
Minister” (CP)

— The Narwhal: “Toronto-area national park to grow as feds scrap airport plan,”
by Emma MclIntosh

— Pickering News Advertiser: “Feds expected to scrap Pickering airport plans, transfer land
to Rouge National Urban Park at Monday announcement”;
and ““Today we celebrate’: Feds quash Pickering airport plans,” both by Kristen Calis

— The Uxbridge Cosmos: “Pickering airport nixed by federal government,” by Ted Barris

— NewmarketToday.ca: “Land long reserved for possible Pickering airport will go to Parks
Canada: minister” (CP)

— INsauga Ontario Local News: “Death of airport in Pickering, Ontario means new life for
farmers, with focus on agri-tourism,” by Glenn Hendry

— Durham Radio News: “Pickering mayor responds to feds announcement about airport
Lands being transferred to Parks Canada”

— Durham Post: “Mayor, environment group praise Pickering airport plan drop”
— iPolitics: “Feds officially scrap plans for Pickering airport,” by Marco Vigliotti

— CityNews Everywhere [Ottawal: “Land long reserved for possible Pickering airport will go
to Parks Canada: minister” (CP)

— WINGS magazine [aviation sector]: “Land long reserved for possible Pickering airport will
go to Parks Canada: minister” (CP)

— Pax News [travel industry]: “Plans to build airport in Pickering, ON, grounded for good”

— blogTO: “Controversial plan to build new international airport for Toronto is officially
dead,” by Becky Robertson

— 650 CKOM [Saskatchewan]: “Land long reserved for possible Pickering airport will go to
Parks Canada: minister” (CP)

e Jan. 28 — Media release: The Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation (MSIFN) “is pleased to
see progress towards the protection of this area that is of great ecological and cultural impor-
tance [...] MSIFN “has long had legitimate concerns about constructing a major airport on prime
farmland located next to the Rouge National Urban Park. This land is a precious resource that
can never be replaced. We have been fighting to protect this and the surrounding area for
decades — including multiple judicial processes — the most recent of which resulted in the
recognition by federal and provincial governments that our treaty rights are constitutionally
protected. [...] We anticipate that this marks the beginning of a productive path forward with
Parks Canada...”



Jan. 29 — From SKIES magazine (Canada’s premier aviation and aerospace publication) comes
totally unexpected support: “Canadian airports councils welcome federal decision against Picker-
ing airport plans: Canadian airport advocacy groups are applauding a decision to scuttle plans for
a new airport on the Pickering Lands near Toronto, saying government funding is better spent on
existing infrastructure.” And AMCO, the non-profit that advocates for Ontario airports, calls on
governments to better fund existing facilities, stating that southern Ontario has enough capacity
but “not enough funding.”

Feb. 4 — Canadian Flight Academy will soon be leaving Oshawa Municipal Airport for Peterbor-
ough Regional Airport.

Feb. 6 — From Farmtario: “Grounding of Pickering airport provides more certain future.” Lara
Jerome, of It’s Giving Farm, near Altona within RNUP, “describes farmland in the RNUP ... as
among very few avenues in the province for aspiring farmers without access to land to even think
about following through on their dreams.”

Feb. 6 — Ontario Farmland Trust celebrates the landmark decision to protect the Pickering Lands.
“As the transition of these lands unfolds, OFT looks forward to working with Parks Canada, the
federal government, and our partners to ensure that agricultural lands within the Pickering Lands
continue to be actively farmed and permanently protected. This is an incredible moment to
celebrate, and we extend our deepest congratulations to everyone who has contributed to this
success.”

Feb. 1 - From the CBC: “The threat of a trade war between Canada and the United States has
prompted a ‘buy Canadian’ movement, one that local farmers say is growing their business more
than ever.”

Feb. 14 — Jennifer O’Connell, our longtime MP and friend, announces that she will not be running
in the upcoming election. She leaves public office with an impeccable track record topped off by
a major win: getting the airport stopped for good. We (and countless others) will be forever
grateful for her support, for her wisdom and tenacity, and for this incredible victory.

Mar. 1 — Fifty-three years ago, to the day, the Toronto Globe & Mail reported the leaked news
that Ottawa and Ontario would be announcing, the following day, the expropriation of thousands
of acres of prime farmland, in north Pickering and beyond, for a new international airport and a
new city to accompany it, to be called Cedarwood. Today, after five decades of virtually non-stop
protest, those who fought the governments’ plans were acknowledged and celebrated by a
capacity crowd in the main hall of the Claremont Community Centre. There were praise-filled
speeches by present and former federal politicians; a satirical song written by one of the Last
Stand women and sung by her son; moving speeches by LOL’s past and current Chairs; a mem-
ory-stirring slide show; a display of newspaper clippings, meeting minutes, books, bumper stick-
ers, and myriad reports and advocacy documents drawn from the archives, showcasing just some
of the work of both POP and LOL over the decades. There was a sales table of memorabilia, there
were catered refreshments, and, more than anything, there were hugs and tears mingled with
joy and laughter —all in all, an unforgettable day. The ghosts of all those fighters no longer with
us were very much there too.



The Work to Protect the Remaining Lands

e Mar. 17 — UPDATE #80, a 6-page special edition, goes out to supporters. It records the day of the
1972 announcement; looks back at the last days of POP’s protests in 1975 before the airport was
shelved; reports on our celebration of the official cancellation of the airport in 2025; and previews
what lies ahead as we prepare for the federal consultations in the next (and we hope last) phase
of the fight to protect all the remaining land.

e Mar. 18 — The National Observer: “Jet fuel emissions soar to record heights, while solutions
remain grounded.” A clear, convincing, and sobering article. “Studies show that the richest one
percent of humanity is responsible for half the world’s aviation emissions.

Mar. 19 — Mark Carney beats, by a huge margin, three other candidates to become Canada’s 24th
Prime Minister.

Mar. 22 — At a ceremony in Uxbridge, MP Jennifer O’Connell presents Mary Delaney with the
King Charles Ill Coronation Medal for 40-plus years of community service, largely dedicated to the
protection of the Federal Lands, and for her advocacy for a reinvigorated agricultural and agri-
tourism economy for north Pickering. Congratulations Mary!!! So well deserved!

e Mar. 24 — Mark Carney calls a snap federal election. We will be losing Agriculture Minister
MacAulay to retirement. and with two of our strongest supporters not running in Pickering-
Brooklin and Ajax, we worry about who our next representatives will be.

Apr. 4 — LOL submits formal comments on the Agricultural and Rural Areas Discussion Paper (part
of Pickering’s Official Plan review). We make clear our concern that the City shows very little
knowledge or understanding of its rural areas, and needs to rectify this.

The latest issue of NFU’s Rural Voice carries an article about the Lands.

Apr. 11 — Farmtario features an article by Drew Spoelstra (OFA) and Senator Rob Black: “Mount-
ing housing pressure risks farmland.” Their bottom line: “It is crucial to protect the farmland we
have now, or we will run out of the land we need to feed our country.”

From the Toronto Star: “As Ontario’s rich farmland is parcelled out for development, these
farmers are ensuring that their legacy continues — forever.” The article describes how an
increasing number of farmers are using farmland easement agreements to take farmland
protection into their own hands.

e Apr. 28 — Election Day: Mark Carney wins his seat and forms a minority government (his party i
s just two or so seats short of a majority and a number of recounts lie ahead). Our area and
surroundings — aside from Uxbridge and Oshawa — have voted Liberal: Helena Jaczek (Stouffville),
Gary Anandasangaree (Scarborough-Rouge), Juanita Nathan (Pickering-Brooklin), Jennifer
McKelvie (Ajax), Ryan Turnbull (Whitby)... We can breathe again.

e May 1 - From Farmtario: “Small leaseholders see Rouge National Urban Park as epicentre of
farmland preservation.” Since the announcement ending the airport plan, young farmers are
eagerly awaiting an update on plans for the Lands, “hoping to use the RNUP as a springboard into
full-time farming.” According to RNUP, “more than 60 farmers tend to roughly 9,000 acres of
farmland” within its current boundaries and grow “over 30 types of crops.” It’s Giving Farm was
one of the first small farms to start up under RNUP’s umbrella. Others have joined since. One as-
pirant explains that farmland in RNUP is one of the very few avenues in the province for those
without access to land to even think about pursuing their farming dreams.



May 9 — From Reuters: “Exclusive: China buys Canadian, Australian wheat as heat hits crop,
traders say.”

May 13 — Mark Carney introduces his new Cabinet: Among the ministers (although in new
positions) are a number of MPs who have been sympathetic to our cause: Anita Anand, Gary
Anandasangaree, Julie Drabusin, Steven Guilbeault....

To a rapt audience at a meeting of the Pickering Township Historical Society, Norah Stoner
(former member of POP and former Ontario MPP), Mary (our past Chair), and Lexi (our current
Chair) recount their personal experiences of being caught up in expropriation and its fallout.
Their stories are accompanied by dozens of vivid slides.

May 14 — Hot off the press! We're in “On the Road” (at the end of a runway) in Stouffville’s
community magazine, featured on the cover and in a four-page spread. There’s an accompanying
one-page article on the history of the past 53 years. Thank you, ORT!

May 15 — Canada’s first national urban park celebrates its 10th anniversary, noting that “Rouge
National Urban Park is a testament to the power of grassroots action, building on over 50 years
of citizen-led advocacy and collaboration across all levels of government. The Rouge has seen
countless community-driven achievements and remains a powerful reminder of the importance
of protecting these lands for future generations.”

May 16 — From The Globe and Mail: “Growing travel trend of connecting agriculture and tourism
is good for all.” The article points out that “Ontario is an agricultural powerhouse, with an
abundance of rich farmland, making agricultural experiences and rural escapes not far for many
Ontarians, even those in cities. In fact, according to the City of Burlington’s planning documents,
the city is committed to keeping 50 per cent of its region rural.”

May 19 — From CBC News: “2 MPPs have proposed an Ontario foodbelt. Could it help tariff-proof
the ag sector?” Guelph MPP and Green Party of Ontario Leader Mike Schreiner and independent
MPP Bobbi Ann Brady, Haldimand-Norfolk, proposed Bill 21, Protect Our Food Act, which has
now passed first reading. It would “see a protected area, similar to how the Greenbelt works, but
in this case it would be specifically for farmers’ fields.”

May 23 — LOL submits formal comments on the Pickering Forward discussion paper “Community
Elements and Infrastructure,” flagging the misrepresentation of north Pickering’s history as well
as the lack of any awareness of this area’s needs and economic potential. City Hall staff seem dis-
turbingly unfamiliar with anything to do with this part of the municipality.

May 26 — Our Chair represents us at an Elbows Up presentation/panel discussion in Toronto, all
about food security.

June 11 — Three of our MP supporters, Tim Louis, Jennifer McKelvie, and Ryan Turnbull, are
named Parliamentary Secretaries.

June 12 — LOL has a good meeting with the TC site office manager and staff. We learn that consul-
tations on the future of the remaining Federal Lands haven’t yet begun, and that he is insisting on
a townhall-panel-style of discussion so that everyone who participates can hear all responses. He
says that a web page is to be launched soon with more details.

The Ontario Farmland Trust launched the “Future Vision for the DRAP” newsletter. It will offer an
“inside look at a unique, community-driven project focused on protecting and elevating the
Duffins Rouge Agricultural Preserve (DRAP) as a cornerstone of our regional food system and a



model for farmland protection in Canada ... DRAP is home to 4,700 acres of Class 1 agricultural
lands and lush natural areas [and] plays a critical role in supporting a vibrant agri-food sector in
Durham Region, contributing $354 million to Ontario’s total farm production.”

June 18 — Our first AGM since the airport cancellation. The theme is “Art and Artists of the
Lands,” and the contributions by local artists are many and marvellous. It's a big, warm, and
happy gathering, our first AGM not under the pall of a looming airport. That evening, we
announce the launch of a new project: Bring Back Brougham. Two planners, Rafael Pascual-Leone
and Catherine Huynh, have volunteered to work on this project. Both are enthusiasts of adaptive
reuse — the practice of repurposing existing buildings for new uses while preserving their histori-
cal or architectural character. As a sub-committee, their role will be to develop a vision of a
revitalized village of Brougham.

June 20 — One of our maps is revised to show the Federal Lands and surrounding area as they are
today — free of an airport threat. Even with the proposed runways and approach surfaces gone,
the area is still congested, revealing how much farmland in Durham Region and beyond has been
destroyed since 1972 — and how little is left and still at risk. The map will serve as a powerful
presentation tool in the coming months (years?).

June 23 — Pickering staff deliver conflicting messages as to the future of Brougham Hall. We hear
that it will be closed and then we’re advised that “[w]ith repairs to Brougham Hall complete, the
building can be used by the public and this was communicated to BHRA [referring inaccurately to
Brougham Recreation Society (BRS)] in May.” We sense that the City thinks Brougham Rec. is little
more than a name and not an actual organization.

June 26 — At a Brougham Rec (BRS) meeting, a new executive is elected, with Gord McGregor
now Past-President and Chris Miller President. The Society’s executive will be sending a letter to
Pickering, along with a summary of all reports that Gord sent to Pickering over the past ten years,
to refute the City’s claim that he’d submitted nothing. The cover letter will emphasize that
Brougham Rec. has been diligent, is worthy, has strong community support, and is ready to sign a
new lease. More-intense lobbying may be required if the City fails to respond appropriately.

Jul. 11 — The Bring Back Brougham project kicks off with a walking tour of Brougham by members
of our executive and the leads on the project.

Jul. 15 — Members of the political team have a good first meeting with our new MP, Juanita
Nathan. Into her hands is transferred the framed NPF map that JOC had had on her office wall in
Ottawa and that she has now donated to Juanita.

Jul. 17 — The summer edition of “Pathmaster,” the newsletter of the Pickering Township Histori-
cal Society, arrives in our in-boxes: 17+ pages dedicated to our May 3 presentation to the Society,
with added articles on Brougham history and the Bring Back Brougham project. Thank you, PTHS!

Jul. 24 — Exec. members of BRS meet at Brougham Hall with the Pickering Community Services
team to discuss leases, need for the Hall, and many related topics. President Chris Miller writes:
“So we're back in business, which is fantastic. The meeting was very much the Community Serv-
ices team introducing themselves to a community group and asking how they could support us
getting the hall back up and running ... and we’re all full of ideas on how to get people back to
the hall and back in Brougham!”

¢ Aug. 13 — We conduct our second Walking Tour of Brougham, led by Jim Miller and John Sabean.

There are 19 participants this time, including three new faces (city planners) from the City of



Pickering. Jim reports that “the tour seemed to provoke lots of lively discussion, which lingered
well into the night.” The planners stay right to the end.

¢ Aug. 28 — A tour of Brougham is attended by MP Juanita Nathan.

* Sep. 8 — Members of our exec. meet with farmer Mike Whittamore. We learn that RNUP farmers
still don’t have leases. He will invite us to an Open House for ag. tenants at the end of November.

¢ Sep. 15 — We attend the Ontario Farmland Trust’s first workshop on the Future Vision for the
Duffins Rouge Agricultural Preserve.

¢ Sep. 16 — We meet with MPP Peter Bethlenfalvy’s staffers, Adam Bradley, Community Relations,
and Edward White, Office Manager/Executive Director, to pitch an agricultural and innovation
research centre on the Lands, and describe how much the idea aligns with a number of provincial
policies. We also ask for their help, via Bethlenfalvy, to arrange a face-to-face with Trevor Jones,
Minister of Agriculture, Food and Agribusiness so we can urge him to participate in the upcoming
federal consultation process, and show his support for a research centre.

¢ Sep. 19 — Durham Regional Council, in an Information Report: “Transport Canada has initiated
stakeholder consultations on future plans for the Pickering Lands.... A letter from Transport
Canada, announcing the initiation of the consultations, had been sent to the Region’s Community
Growth Division on September 2, 2025.” It included the following passages:

As an initial step to inform this work, Public Services and Procurement Canada is seeking to col-
lect information regarding existing development plans and planned infrastructure investments in
the vicinity of the Pickering Lands. Public Services and Procurement Canada will be contacting you
... to coordinate a virtual meeting to discuss subjects like zoning, transit, roads, infrastructure ca-
pacity, and other technical issues relevant to the future uses of the Pickering Lands.

Transport Canada, Parks Canada, and Public Services and Procurement Canada intend to lead

formal public consultations on the future of the Pickering Lands in Fall 2025, including:

e the proposed addition to the Rouge National Urban Park

¢ requirements of the Alto High-Speed Rail project

e potential uses of the remaining lands (those not required for the Alto High-Speed Rail project
or identified for the expansion of the park), including to support residential and commercial
development.

We intend to engage a broad range of interested parties, including the province, municipalities,
current tenants and leaseholders and the general public.

Glaringly, disturbingly missing: any reference to agriculture. We make sure that our ENGO part-
ners receive copies of the report and letter, and request meetings with a number of local MPs.

¢ Sep. 23 — Ottawa announces the fast-tracking of five projects of “nation-building importance.”
Certain second-tier projects requiring urgent additional planning and regulatory work, to allow
for fast-tracking approval, include VIA’s ALTO high-speed rail (HSR) project, connecting (initially)
Toronto, Ottawa, and Montreal. This service will rival flight times between the cities.

¢ Sep. 25 — While the City of Pickering is still resisting the re-opening of Brougham Hall for events,
Dorsay Developments takes advantage of the fact to post a billboard on the edge of the Bentley-
Gibson property (within sight of Brougham Hall) to advertise, under a City of Pickering banner, the
2026 opening of its 44,000 sq. ft. Community and Heritage Centre in Greenwood, a few miles to
the east. Not sure how heritage fits in there. Maybe it’s one of those “not visible in picture” things.



e Oct. 2 — From a Toronto Star opinion piece by Eric Blais: “If Mark Carney wants to get it right on
major projects, then he needs to learn from a time when Canada got it very wrong”:
Among those affected [by the Mirabel airport fiasco]: the family of Innovation Minister Mélanie
Joly. Her father’s farm was one of the many that Ottawa expropriated in the 1970s. Joly has

spoken of her family’s deep roots in nearby Laval and of having to live with the decisions of a
government that was evidently blind to the residents it was displacing.

In order to clear the land, many farms were burned down. In 2019, Joly told the Journal de
Montréal: “My grandmother was telling me that my grandfather, Marcel Joly, used to often pass
by the farm out of nostalgia. One day, everything was on fire. It took him months to recover.”
Later, on social media, she added, “as the granddaughter of expropriated from Mirabel [sic],

| am in solidarity with all those who experienced a tragedy 50 years ago.”

That’s why the story of Mirabel is about more than just a failed infrastructure play. It's about the loss
of public trust. It's about what happens when big plans overstep the bounds of social acceptability.

[...] There’s no question that Canada should strive to build big again. But it must do so with humil-
ity, empathy and a sense of history — because Canadians deserve proof that things will be differ-
ent this time, that it’ll all be worth it in the end.

The Pickering story is no different. Developing these farmlands for housing and commerce will
NOT make if worth it in the end.

¢ In a zoom meeting, WRT, GDA, and LOL discuss the upcoming consultations. No one disagrees
with Glenn De Baeremaeker’s assertion that, fundamentally, all farmlands and natural habitat
must be protected in perpetuity. There’s still an emphasis on the WRT Shared Vision document,
but now with the option of protecting the lands in perpetuity within a locally governed land trust.
We resurrect and circulate Lorne Almack’s Prospectus. Lorne was thinking this way as far back as
2009. Still no news on when the public consultations will begin.

¢ Oct. 16 — We receive draft revisions to Shared Vision from WRT. The concept of a land trust for
the Pickering Federal Lands is taking root.

¢ Oct. 17 — Three of our exec. meet with MP Juanita Nathan. There is still no news on consultation
dates. We brief her further on our goals for the Lands and discuss the high-speed rail that will
cross the Lands.

e Oct. 21 — LOL meets with Mayor Ashe and staff. Pickering clearly wants a strip of federal land
north of Hwy 7, on which to expand its Innovation corridor.

e We revise and append comments on, and recommendations to, WRT’s land-trust material and
forward it to GDA for their information and comments.

e Oct. 21/22 — Exec. members participate in a two-day WRT/FRW event. Day 1: indoor sessions on
WRT and RNUP history, including a segment by Ken Greenberg on why saving these Lands really
matters. Day 2: an RNUP bus tour, which includes a drive around the Pickering Federal Lands and
a stop at Brougham Hall, which is open for the event and where we explain some of what had
happened here, the long-term effects, and the need to rehabilitate Brougham. All news to some
in the audience.

¢ Oct. 27/28/29 — Our chair represents LOL at Nature on the Hill in Ottawa, a gathering from across
Canada for of advocates for nature and nature-based economic development. Members of our
exec. attend the Greenbelt Foundation’s 20th Anniversary Celebrations at Toronto Botanical



Gardens. We meet with Ryan Turnbull, MP for Whitby. We need to be sure that as many of our
local MPs as possible are onside on the matter of farmland protection.

* Nov. 4 — Senator Black asks the House Leader a question about prioritizing agriculture in the
RNUP consultations process:

Senator Pierre Moreau responds:
... | can confirm that the Department of Agriculture and Agri-Food, alongside Innovation,
Science, and Economic Development Canada, which is responsible for rural development, are part
of the discussion on this matter. Moreover, as the custodian of the Pickering Lands, Transport
Canada is working closely with Parks Canada, Public Services and Procurement Canada, Canada
Lands Company, and Housing Infrastructure, and Community Canada. The government will also
work very closely with Indigenous provincial and municipal partners. | do want to assure you,
Senator, that the public consultation will ensure that various perspectives from the community
and stakeholders are recognized.

Senator Rob Black then asks:

Can you please advise this Chamber then, and the communities surrounding the Pickering Lands,
when this consultation will be launched and how long this consultation will be open for, and can
you also reassure Canadians that your government will not approve any future development plans
on prime ag. land needed to produce the food we all eat three times a day, seven days a week,
365 days a year, whether at those lands or other lands deemed prime ag. land?

Senator Pierre Moreau:
I'll get back to you when the consultation will take place and how long it will last. I'll get back
to you.

* Nov. 7 — Continuing to seek and consolidate support, we have a preliminary meeting with staff of
Peterborough’s new MP, Emma Harrison, a farmer and now a member of the Standing Commit-
tee on Agriculture and Agri-Food.

* Nov. 18 — We meet with WRT and GDA to discuss the viability of a land-trust concept for the
remaining Lands and the possibility that Altona (already in RNUP) could be “the second hamlet”
promoted in Shared Vision.

¢ Nov. 24 — We write to Prime Minister Carney, explaining the history of the Lands and requesting
his involvement in deciding their future, to ensure the protection of these farmlands.

The Public Consultation Phase

¢ Dec. 2 - We log in to the first of two virtual meetings conducted by Transport Canada and Parks
Canada, and are pointed to a revised TC webpage that will keep us informed of upcoming consul-
tation dates, times, and locations. Aside from the staff members, the rest of the meeting partici-
pants are invisible to us (and we to them) and not named. Questions have to be written and
submitted via a portal. Staff seem unprepared for the kinds of questions they’re getting, and
many queries go unacknowledged and unanswered (possibly, thanks to a technical glitch, not
even received). In short, we learn very little.

¢ Dec. 3 — WRT confirms that they’ve decided to adopt our “excellent idea” to make Altona the
second hamlet in Shared Vision.

¢ Dec. 4 — The second pre-consultations virtual meeting with TC and PC is far better handled and
more useful, as the government participants have a better idea of the concerns of their audience,
and we have a better idea of what to ask. That said, much remains hazy: For instance, is Class 1



soil to be protected or not? One response implies “definitely”; another implies “not likely.” Most
of the participants dialling in appear to be locals and tenants.

¢ Dec. 9 — Senator Black sends a letter to the Prime Minister, strongly supporting the concerns we
raised in our own (Nov. 4) letter to the PM, on which Senator Black had been copied. He empha-
sizes the importance of protecting the critical ground beneath our feet.

¢ Dec. 10 — Our chair accepts the Ontario Nature Public Service Award at Miller Lash House in
Toronto. “Land Over Landings celebrated a historic victory in 2025 when the federal government
cancelled plans for an airport on 18,600 acres of farmland after five decades of advocacy. Their
vision for a regional food hub highlights the link between conservation and food security.”

¢ Dec. 14 — UPDATE #82, our last newsletter of the year, goes out to supporters. A full page is
dedicated to the responses we received during the pre-consultations virtual meetings.

¢ Dec. 17 — We hold our December exec. meeting, with celebratory holiday goodies, in a candlelit
Brougham Hall. What a lovely end to this historic year!

2026

¢ Jan. 2 - New maps are created and posted on our website in readiness for this year’s consulta-
tions: they show how the broader area looks today with the threat of an airport lifted, plus a
close-up of the Lands showing their natural areas and the location of the heritage homes of
Brougham.

¢ Jan. 6 — We begin drafting a series of briefing notes covering the best arguments and most vital
issues the federal government needs to hear.

¢ Jan. 8 —- RNUP Farmers’ Town Hall: we attend to listen and learn, as it is largely about tenant-
farmer leases within RNUP.

¢ Jan. 20 — In his powerful address to the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, Prime
Minister Carney points out: “A country that can't feed itself, fuel itself or defend itself, has few
options. When the rules no longer protect you, you must protect yourself.” Food security be-
comes a national strategic goal.

¢ Jan. 21 — Transport Minister Steven MacKinnon responds to a letter from Senator Black, advising
him that, after the Senator’s question to the Government Representative in the Senate on
November 4, 2025:

“...the department held a technical meeting with Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada on Novem-
ber 28, 2025, to understand its perspective, and met again on December 16, 2025, to discuss
recommendations on which agricultural groups would be best placed to provide comments on
the future use of the Pickering Lands. Additionally, on November 25, 2025, the department met
with the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Agribusiness to seek provincial input. Trans-
port Canhada will continue to engage with these organizations to ensure an informed agricul-
tural needs perspective is taken into consideration. ... We welcome land Over Landings to
participate in this process.”

The Prime Minister is copied on this exchange of letters.

¢ Jan. 23 - Pickering City Council is asked to approve a proposal by SGL Planning and Design Inc. to
undertake a Land Use Review & Economic Analysis of the Pickering Federal Lands, to be com-



pleted prior to Transport Canada’s public consultations. This at a cost of $87,852. Although agricul-
ture gets a mention as one possibility, the wording of the report makes clear that the idea of keep-
ing this farmland in farming isn’t a serious part of the projected future: “This decision necessitates
a comprehensive, evidence-based municipal position on the full range of potential land uses, eco-
nomic opportunities, infrastructure requirements, and stewardship obligations.”

® Jan. 26 — As there was no time to prepare a delegation for that Council meeting, we send a letter to
mayor and councillors. pointing out the flaws and wrong thinking in the proposal. Council never-
theless votes 6—1 (Councillor Robinson casting the sole “no” vote) to proceed with the recommen-
dation to approve SGL as the vendor to undertake the land-use review.

e Jan. 29 — We obtain Pickering’s RFP background documents for the Land Use Review. They make
clear that Pickering staff (and now Council) are thinking of major urban development on the Lands.

¢ Jan. 30 — We write to Diana Fox Carney, wife of the Prime Minister, asking for her support for the
protection of all the Pickering Federal Lands within RNUP, where urgently needed affordable
farmland leases would help launch the careers of our next generations of farmers.

e Feb. 2 — From the National Farmers Union — Ontario (NFU—0), a call to action. “Pickering Lands
Consultation — Your Voice is Needed” provides ways to get informed and ways to participate, and
also links to our website and Transport Canada’s Pickering Lands webpage.

® Feb. 5 — We meet (virtually) with Laurence Hanson, Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada, to make doubly sure that he and the Minister have been briefed by Transport Canada (they
have), that he’s aware of our letter to the Prime Minister (he is), and that AAFC will be involved in the
decision-making on the future uses of the Pickering Lands (they will). A helpful, useful first meeting.

® Mirabel: The Bloc Québécois puts forward a motion in the House of Commons requesting that the
Government deliver an “Apology to Those Whose Land Was Expropriated in Mirabel.” The motion
was triggered by the expropriations that will undoubtedly arise during the construction of the ALTO
high-speed rail line in Ontario and Québec.

e Feb. 9 — The motion by the Bloc Québécois passes unanimously. Whitby MP Ryan Turnbull posts
to his constituency office webpage: “Monday, | voted ‘Yes’ to the Bloc motion apologizing for the
Mirabel expropriation, because | believe it’s essential to recognize historical injustices and ensure
stronger protections for landowners and communities in future nation-building projects.”

® Feb. 12 — At the first ALTO Open House held in Pickering, there is little information to be had
regarding our area: the line’s trajectory through this region hasn’t yet been determined.

e Feb. 17 — Representatives of WRT and LOL meet via Zoom with Alex Kondakov, Sr Regional Advisor
to the Minister of Environment & Climate Change. The Shared Vision document is explained to him
at length, as is the need to protect our best farmland by ensuring its transfer to Parks Canada. The
response was positive: our vision aligns with federal objectives, and we must continue to make the
right connections and argue our case.

¢ Feb. 18 — We meet with our MP, Juanita Nathan, and are discouraged to learn that she is uncon-
vinced that the Lands should all go to Parks Canada. She seems to be thinking more along the lines
of Pickering’s municipal government priorities. We ask if she would put before Parliament, as the
Bloc did, a request for a formal apology to the victims of the Pickering Airport expropriation. She
demurs. We decide, instead, to send a letter to the Prime Minister directly, with all local MPs
copied. Juanita can do her own outreach as a follow-up. She agrees to this.



¢ Feb. 23 — We submit an FOI to the City of Pickering for all records. reports, etc, related to the
Request for Proposal for the Land Use Review & Economic Analysis of the Pickering Federal
Lands. Meanwhile, Friends of the Rouge Watershed (FRW) have written to our MP to report their
endorsement of Pickering’s suggested expansion of the Innovation corridor onto the southern
part of the Lands — playing into the City’s hands. FRW did not run this idea by us first.

® Feb. 25 — LOL has an information-gathering/swapping Zoom meeting with Wildlands League.

e Feb. 27 — From the OFA and the UPA: “The Ontario Federation of Agriculture (OFA) and I'Union
des producteurs agricoles (UPA) are calling for an immediate suspension of the high-speed rail
project in pursuit of a cautious, transparent approach. The proposed rail alignment is currently
planned to be built through areas that include some of the most productive farmland in Ontario
and Quebec.”

® Mar. 2 — Transport Canada announces the launch of the Future Uses of the Pickering Lands
Public Consultation period. Was it intentional or just coincidental that today is March 2, 2026 — 54
years to the day since the airport announcement? The public consultations will close on April 17.

e Mar. 3 — We alter our website’s Take Action page to reflect the new situation and urgency, and
start writing a series of factsheets to provide information to the public. The first: "Why Prime
Farmland Needs Urgent Protection.” The second: “The Government’s Moral Duty.”

* Mar. 4 — More factsheets; each targeting specific aspects: “A Brief History of the Farmland of
North Pickering,” “Class 1 Soil: A Strategic National Asset,” and “The Best Future for the Lands:
Agriculture!”

* We connect, over the next weeks, with Senator Black, Keith Currie, Martin Straathof (OFT),
NFU-O, WRT, FRNUP, Environmental Defence, the Greenbelt Foundation, Green Durham
Association, the Durham OFA, Ontario Nature, Wildlands League....

e Mar. 5 — Transport Canada opens the Public Consultation portal, outlining the various ways to
participate: by anonymous survey, by attending public consultation sessions (in person or online),
by sector-specific roundtable consultations, by e-mail submissions, by surface mail submissions.
We send out a call to action to our supporters.

e Mar. 9 — We ask Transport Canada to ensure that there will be an agriculture-themed sector-
specific session for ag groups. TC confirms: “we will be holding various roundtables as part of the
consultations ... including agricultural and environment sectors and local community groups.”

e Mar. 10 — We issue a reminder to our supporters to participate in the consultations.

e Mar. 11 — In Farmtario: “A good year for Ontario agritourism”: Matt Mclntosh reports that
“Inflation and general economic uncertainty have spurred Ontarians to tighten their financial belts
— but they're still spending money on farms. Last year may have been one of the best years yet
for those in the agritourism trade. [...] Driving the desire for rural escapes, nature and simplicity
may well be technology and the complexity of modern life. “That’s when people are wanting to be
disconnected from their phones, from the internet.” Escape and wellness align with agritourism.

e Mar. 11-12 — Public in-person/online sessions are held at the Pickering Glen Golf Club on both
days, two sessions per day. There is a good turnout at every session, despite the short notice.
Transport Canada and Parks Canada are there to answer questions, of course, but it is startling to
see Housing, Infrastructure, and Communities there, as well, and Canada Lands Company, but no
representation by Agriculture or Environment. The questions from the public get more pointed



with each session, the questioners often emotional. There are next-to-no questions about urban
development on the Lands. We are told that, from these sessions and the content of surveys and
mailed-in submissions, TC staff will produce a synopsis in the form of a “What We Heard” docu-
ment, to be posted on TC’s website when completed — date unknown. From there, several op-
tions will be developed, based on what was heard. These will be submitted to Cabinet for a final
decision. There will be no further opportunity for public intervention once consultations close.

e Mar. 19 — The National Farmers Union—Ontario (NFU-O) puts out a call for action.

e Mar. 20 — At today’s OFT Forum, Senator Black assures us that Ag. Canada is involved in discus-
sions on the Pickering Lands at the ministerial level, and we hear that farmers were unified at
their own roundtable consultation.

e Mar. 23 — LOL attends the roundtable for local community groups at which FRNUP and the RNUP
Multi-Stakeholder Public Advisory Committee are also represented. A good, strong meeting of
minds, with no conflicting points of view.

e Mar. 26 — Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada Minister Heath MacDonald announces that AAFC “is
partnering with the Soil Conservation Council of Canada to develop the National Agricultural Soil
Health Strategy.” The Strategy is the brainchild of Senator Black.

e Mar. 29 — Confirmation from Ontario Farmer: “Ag groups want Pickering farmland protected.”

e OFT Forum: Thee keynote speaker is Dr Rene Van Acker, President of the University of Guelph.
Among his many wise words: “What is farming? One popular perception, reinforced by a lot of
food marketing, is that farming is the little red barn. Data shows us the reality that the vast major-
ity of farming and food processing is an industrial-scale business: 90% of agricultural output is
from 10% of our farmers. ... agribusiness is our largest economic sector in Ontario, employing
nearly 900,000 people. ... The mass appeal is that to eat, we must protect and conserve farm-
land.” Afterwards, Ontario Green Party leader Mike Schreiner speaks about Bill 21, the Protect
Our Food Act, scheduled for second reading and potential passage in late 2027 or early 2028.

e Mar. 30 — We learn that after the agriculture roundtable, the farm organizations (local and
provincial) will be able to sign and submit a joint letter to Transport.

e Apr. 1 — We broadcast a “this isn’t an April Fool’s joke” reminder that e-mail submissions must
be sent to TC by April 17.

¢ A roundtable consultation on tourism draws in Franz Hartmann (Alliance for a Liveable Ontario),
Destination Markham, and Destination Pickering. The latter’s website, under Things To Do > Parks
and Trails, makes no mention of Rouge National Urban Park — just Rouge Park (which hasn’t existed
since 2015). We learn that, during the meeting, it was Destination Pickering that suggested a For-
mula 1 racetrack and/or a second Canada’s Wonderland as future uses of the Pickering Lands.

e Our advice to Transport Canada bears fruit: today, we learn they will be holding a roundtable
discussion on history, culture, and archaeology.

e Apr. 5 — We work on a joint statement with Environmental Defence Canada.

e Apr. 6 — Out goes our letter to the Prime Minister requesting a formal apology to the people of
north Pickering for an expropriation that was never necessary.

® Apr. 7 — From The Globe & Mail: “Canada urged to invest in agriculture”: Ismahane Elouafi, execu-
tive managing director of CGIAR, the world’s largest publicly funded agricultural research net-



work, warns of the consequences for farming of the closure of the Strait of Hormuz during the
US-Israeli war on Iran: the inability to move oil and fertilizer through the Strait will have serious
effects on farmers’ productivity and the subsequent price of food. “The connection between food
security and national security is huge.”

e Apr. 7 — From Farms.com: The Greenbelt Foundation has just released “Ontario’s Greenbelt: The
Key to Food Security in the Greater Golden Horseshoe” a study done by the Canadian Agri-Food
Policy Institute. It shows that “the protected area in the Greater Golden Horseshoe is uniquely
positioned to help Ontario weather growing uncertainty tied to global trade disruptions, climate
pressures and food production risks. ... It argues that although Canada is the world’s second-
largest country by landmass, it does not rank among the top countries for arable farmland, making
productive land in southern Ontario especially valuable. ... Ontario’s agri-food sector contributed
more than $50 billion to the provincial economy in 2024 and accounted for one-third of Canada’s
total agri-food GDP, the report said. Within that system, the Greenbelt plays an outsized role.
Farms in the region generate 68% more revenue per acre than the Ontario average, reflecting the
concentration of high-value production that includes beef cattle, oilseeds, fruits and vegetables.”

e Apr. 10 — An e-mail from InvestPickering advises that a “City Of Pickering Proposal Open House
Consultation” will be held at Pickering City Hall on April 22. The purpose: “to share information”
and receive “feedback on the analysis supporting the City’s proposal.” It also mentions feedback
“on the City’s proposed future uses of the Pickering Federa Lands,” so is there one proposal, or
are there more?

e Apr. 11 — In Pickering News Advertiser / durhamregion.com: “Feds to decide fate of the land
formerly dedicated to an airport in Pickering: Land Over Landings encourages you to participate
in a survey.”

e Apr. 12 — We broadcast our final reminder to send submissions to Transport Canada, attend the
Pickering open house (or complete the survey), and log in to an upcoming Environmental Defence
webinar on saving the Lands.

e Apr. 13 —The history, culture, and archaeology roundtable takes place and fills quite a sizeable
gap in the information gathered so far. There is universal concern about private sales of the Lands
to buy-and-hold developers.

e Apr. 14 — LOL and NFU-O take part in an Environmental Defence webinar.
e Senator Black speaks to Durham Region’s Agricultural Advisory Committee.

e Apr. 15 — From the Globe & Mail: “For Toronto, more sprawl or a green future? ...The Toronto re-
gion has vast expanses of underbuilt land on which new industrial uses — and, especially, housing
— can be built. Much of the region’s neighbourhoods have smaller populations than they did a
generation ago. There simply is no need to pave the place. A different kind of future could grow
here.”

e Environmental Defence releases “Federal Government Holds the Keys to an Unprecedented
Public Lands Legacy,” asking Transport Canada “to commit to the full and complete transfer of all
9,300 acres of remaining Pickering Airport Lands to Parks Canada, and reject any sale of these
lands for residential, commercial or industrial development.” We are among the signatories.

e Apr. 16 — Début of “The New Rouge,” a website created by Waterfront Regeneration Trust and
Friends of the Rouge National Urban Park. It targets “the next stage in this long process,”urging



supporters of the Lands to e-mail their MP and get friends and family to support the expansion.
“The goal will be to urge MPs to support the Lands’ agricultural future, and, in short, make it
known to the Cabinet that this is what the public wants.”

e Ontario Nature posts a new webpage to showcase the joint letter we have just signed: “Federal
Government Holds the Keys to an Unprecedented Public Lands Legacy”

e Apr. 17 — Our MP, Juanita Nathan, writes to constituents about the deluge of messages she’s
been receiving regarding saving the Lands.

“I have been in close contact with organizations who have spent years fighting for these lands
long before | joined the fray, including the Waterfront Regeneration Trust, Land Over Landings,
and Friends of the Rouge Watershed. Their expertise, their dedication, and their deep knowl-
edge of this ecosystem have shaped my understanding of what is truly at stake here, and | am
grateful for the work they continue to do on behalf of all of us.

What is clear to me is that the voices of this community must be at the centre of whatever
decision is made. The consultation period closes today April 17th, and | am urging every one of
you to participate. Transport Canada will be producing a "What We Heard" report based on
these consultations, and your submission within this period is how your position gets captured
in that record. Make it count. The more clearly and concisely our community speaks, the harder
it becomes to look past us.”

® Apr. 17 — Our formal submission goes out to Transport Canada: 24 pages of facts, reasoning, and
persuasion, plus visuals of lost houses, the Lands’ bounty, and their natural beauty.

e All three Ontario farmers’ unions, in their submission to Transport Canada, call for permanently
protecting all of the Pickering Lands for agriculture and preventing any urban development uses.

e Apr. 22 — A constant stream of locals descend on Pickering City Hall for the “City Of Pickering Pro-
posal Open House Consultation,” which turns out to be 3 options for the future of the Lands. We
are to indicate our preference on a survey form. Option 1 shows only 16% remaining in agricul-
ture, in one block; 30% going to employment in one block; and the rest going into the Parkmean-
ing that Park and employment share a long border with no buffers. Option 2 increases agricultural
to 49%, cutting the addition to the Park to 13%, and reducing employment to 22% (but still a
huge, solid block). Option 3 further increases the agricultural area to 63%, but that still leaves al-
most half the Lands as employment lands, with a teeny expansion of Brougham for residential.
uses. The maps contain errors, and the accompanying write-ups are just plain wrong in their com-
ments on farming. The survey sheets contain only the three options, so an Option 4 (all the Lands
in the Park) is added by hand by attendees. The mayor and Ward 3 councillors show no interest in
an Option 4, saying they need to expand their commercial tax base. Although the deadline for
submissions has passed, Transport Canada has agreed to give Pickering leeway to submit late but
as soon as possible, while analysis of all other submissions is still underway.

Apr. 24 — From CBC News: “Here's why southern Ontario farmers are supporting a new bill to
make soil a national asset”: “Bill S-230, championed by Ontario senator Robert Black, passed its
first hearing at the House of Commons on Wednesday, after moving through the Senate last
montbh. [...] The bill resulted from the Senate’s 2024 report on soil, which found that although en-
hanced practices have improved soil management and increased crop yields since its 1984 report,
continued soil degradation and loss of agricultural land still persists across Canada.”

Apr. 26 — On Village Media’s “Closer Look” podcast: The Ford government is determined to limit
foreign ownership of Ontario farmland. Is the province ignoring the bigger crisis threatening our
food supply? OFT’s Martin Straathof is concerned about Ontario’s rapid loss of farmland. In 35
years, the province lost 2.8 million acres — 18% of its farmland — to non-agricultural uses such as
housing development and aggregate mining.



e Apr. 27 — Mayor Ashe, during a Council meeting after the April 22 Open House held by Pickering:
“Any resident that wants to go with an option 4, they’ve all had the right to do that and we'll con-
tinue to have that. And if Council takes that position that we want to sterilize the land for another
55 years with no economic activity, no tax revenue, and higher taxes, that'll be a choice of Council
to do on the 25th.” The Mayor chooses to ignore that all farmers are small-business people and
pay municipal taxes. Councils never want ratepayers to know the truth about the relative mill
rates, and the old "higher taxes" ruse. Farmland taxes subsidize residential and, in some munici-
palities, they subsidize commercial taxes as well.

Post-Consultation, Pre-Decision

e Apr. 28 — From Canada’s National Observer: “Ontario residents stopped an airport, but now
developers are coming for the land: Farmers and environmentalists say the land is too valuable
to lose and argue it should be permanently protected as public land. It is classified as rare Class 1
farmland and is situated beside Rouge National Urban Park...”

The Ontario Farmland Trust, the Ontario Federation of Agriculture, the Christian Farmers Federa-
tion of Ontario and the National Farmers Union have also endorsed Ontario MPP Mike
Schreiner’s Bill 21, the Protect Our Food Act. The City of Stratford does as well.

Apr. 29 — Our Chair is invited by the Senate of Canada to speak on May 7 before the Standing
Committee on Agriculture and Forestry, on the disappearance of agricultural land in Canada.

e Ottawa announces “A Force of Nature: Canada's Strategy to Protect Nature.” The intent is to
protect, restore, and value “nature as a foundation of our economy, sovereignty, and well-being,
leading at home and globally, to ensure healthy ecosystems, resilient communities, and prosper-
ity for present and future generations.”

May 1 — WRT asks us for comments/thoughts on a draft joint letter to the Prime Minister, “stress-
ing the natural beauty of the Lands and promoting its fit for the Nature strategy.” They want to
get it signed by as many allies as possible. We approve the letter and add our name.

TC confirms that, at Pickering’s request, their submission will be accepted after the consultation
closing date, while the internal analysis at TC is still underway, but that they should get it in asap.
The City is targetting May 25, when Council meets to vote on the submission. We start drafting a
motion to go before Council that day, giving the reasons why there should be no development on
the Lands. Will any councillors back it? Good question.

e WRT is preparing a new campaign, “The New Rouge,” that will include a mailer and social media
video clips. We've been invited to participate.

e May 2 — From the Toronto Star: “Don’t Pave Over Paradise: The Pickering airport lands could be-
come the New Rouge,” by Pauline Browes and Ken Greenberg. “Without clear federal leadership,
there is a real risk that the Pickering Federal Lands will be divided and sold off bit by bit. And once
it is gone, it is gone. The decision before Ottawa is not whether to dispose of surplus land. It is
whether to act as a steward, protecting a landscape of irreplaceable fertile farmland, forests,
wetlands and streams that remains intact and connected. If we get this right, the Pickering Fed-
eral Lands can become something extraordinary: the New Rouge, a living model of how we pro-
tect what matters while building a more resilient future.” The New Rouge campaign is launched.

e May 6 — From Markham Economist & Sun: “Should the former Pickering Airport lands become
part of the Rouge National Urban Park? Markham is pushing to make that happen. The city is
backing agriculture and conservation over development for federally owned lands.”



e May 7 — Unfortunately, technical issues prevent the Senate meeting on the disappearance of
agricultural land from going ahead with its online participants, ourselves included.

e May 11 — The Senate invites us to a replacement session, this time on food security, set for May
28. Our Chair decides to attend in person to avoid the previous issues.

® May 16 — From the Penticton Herald: “Stouffville is developing an Agritourism Strategy to support
farm viability and rural economic growth.” The intention is to reduce Stouffville’s heavy reliance
on residential property taxes by “bolster[ing] local economic development while preserving agri-
cultural lands and uses.... That positioning closely resembles portions of York Region’s Agriculture
and Agri-Food Sector Strategy, ... Consultation undertaken by the Region found widespread
stakeholder agreement that agritourism represents a leading growth opportunity.”

e May 25 — We read through the SGL report to Pickering Council, with its “findings” and justifica-
tions to do with the future of the Pickering Lands. The material is a mess of misconceptions and
distorted logic about the Park, about services, about agriculture. In their scenario #3 (the least
destructive of the three), the entire southern border would be dedicated to commercial/indus-
trial uses, while the rest would remain agricultural, within the Park. Commercial/industrial uses
butting up against the Park boundaries is an even worse idea than the residential plan promoted
for the DRAP a couple of years ago. That plan triggered a federal environmental assessment
study (that never took place, as public outrage caused Ontario to reverse its development plan
and return the DRAP to the Greenbelt). Both Ward 3 councillors had assured us that, as a “special
interest group” on the list of stakeholders, we would be interviewed by the consultants for the
Pickering Lands land use study. We never heard from anyone.

Our Chair delivers a delegation at the May 25 Council meeting. There is no support from the
councillors we had thought most likely to provide it. Council votes 6-1, backing the submission.

May 27 — “City of Pickering Calls on Government of Canada to Protect 7,500 Acres of Federal
Land and Unlock 1,900 Acres for Economic Opportunities” (City of Pickering website post). Mayor
Ashe’s quote in the new release distorts the consequences, contradicts itself, and ends with
empty promises, as if the results he’s lauding will happen in a couple of years’ time instead of
decades down the road (if then). “This is a once in a generation opportunity to shape the future
of these lands in a way that reflects who we are and where we want to go as a community. By
protecting the vast majority of the federal lands through the expansion of Rouge National Urban
Park while strategically planning for high quality employment uses, we are advancing a vision that
supports environmental stewardship, strengthens agriculture, and creates thousands of good
paying jobs close to home. It’s a balanced approach that will reduce sprawl, ease congestion, and
give more families the opportunity to build their future right here in Pickering.”

May 28 — The Senate Committee’s topic today: Examine and report on the role of the agriculture
and agri-food sector with regard to food security in Canada. The two witnesses are Lexi, our
Chair, and Chris Bodner, Assistant Professor, Agribusiness, University of the Fraser Valley. Both
give excellent speeches that complement and reinforce one another, and the pertinent questions
asked by senators afterwards elicit excellent, useful answers.

The briefing notes for four ministers, requested by Alex Kondakov (ECCC), are sent to him today,
along with a pdf of our submission to TC.

¢ June 3 — A reception and presentation, organized by WRT, is held on Parliament Hill, hosted by
the Honourable Gary Anandasangaree. The focus is on Rouge National Urban Park Expansion /
Building a National Legacy in Canada’s Largest Urban Region. Our Chair is a participants and some
80 people — MPs and staff — attend. Now that the public consultations are closed and we can no
longer approach Transport Canada, the intent is to reach as many MPs/Ministers as possible with



our message.

¢ June 8 — During their Executive Meeting, Pickering Council (aside from Clir Robinson) passes, with
no scrutiny, Iltem 4.2 - Economic Development Strategy, 2026-2030 “Building Our Future: Picker-
ing’s Economic Growth Roadmap” and Item 4.3 - end of Brougham Hall lease.

® June 10 — We provide information to Senator Black’s office for a second letter he will be sending
to the Prime Minister on the importance of saving all the Pickerng Lands’ prime farmland.

¢ “Farmers Feed Cities / No to Alto” read signs on Parliament Hill as farmers protest farming
disruption and potential farmland loss with the introduction of high-speed rail across Quebec and
Ontario. Meanwhile, Ottawa Valley farmers refuse drone access to their properties for Alto
route surveys.

® June 12 — From the Toronto Star: “The federal government wants to expand Toronto’s Ontario
Food Terminal as part of a multibillion-dollar strategy to bulk up food production and cut prices
in Canada’s big-chain-dominated grocery market.” Prime Minister Mark Carney announces that
“We are an agricultural superpower, yet for most Canadians, it doesn’t feel like that at the check-
out counter” ... We're going to grow more at home, process more at home and feed more
Canadians with Canadian food.”

¢ June 17 — We hold our AGM at Brougham Hall. Close to 80 people attend to hear historian John
Sabean take us through the fascinating history of the hamlet of Altona, in the northwest corner
of the land expropriated for an airport in 1972. On display are several stunning paintings, by
Mark Forman, of century homes and a school and community centre on the Lands — reminders of
the pride and beauty that have been lost to government disinterest and dereliction of duty. Our
Chair delivers a recap of the year’s activities — impressive in both number and scope — which elicit
long and loud applause. It is clear that feelings still run high in the community (and beyond) when
it comes to the future of these Lands.

e Coincidentally, this interesting exchange is taking place in Ottawa at a meeting of the Senate
Committee as a Whole:
Tracy Muggli, Senator: My question relates to whether there has been consideraton to
require an agricultural impact asessment, to establish land’s agricultural value before any
federal department or agency disposes of Crown Land located in an agricultural area, or
converts such land into non-agricultural uses, i.e., for housing, especially where the land is
fit for food production.

Gregor Robertson, Minister of Housing and Infrastructure: | appreciate your flagging that
concern, because, as a former farmer on land that was protected in BC by the Agricultural
Land Reserve, | would have never had the opportunity to have a career in farming and food,
which led to food processing, and ultimately to me being here today. So | have very direct
and passionate connections to the points that you raised. | would love to follow up in terms
of an agricultural impact assessment tied to federal tools. Many of the provinces and territo-
ries do not have a federal tool to make sure there’s a balanced approach. We're certainly
looking at every opportunity to put housing on federal land where it makes sense, but it
should be sensitive to ensuring we are not taking away valuable farmland in a time when
food security is paramount.

¢ June 18 — Senator Black writes another excellent letter to the Prime Minister, and the Ministers
of Ag and Food, Environment and Climate Change, and Transport, plus the Ontario Minister of Ag
and Food and MP Juanita Nathan, and copied to Mayor Ashe, Andrew Campbell of Parks Canada,
and us. He does not mince words as he points out that “all levels of government must lead by
example in recognizing and reinforcing the fundamental principle that food security starts with
protecting farmland.” Thank you again, Senator Black.
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